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THE BELLRINGER
Christ Episcopal Church

66 Middle Haddam Road/P.O. Box 81
Middle Haddam CT 06456-0081

(860) 267 -0287
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To serve God and a growing community in worship, song and fellowship with spirituol guidance relevant to everyday life.
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Dear Friends in Christ.

On March l5th we celebrated Lent IV and Mothering Sunday. Mothering Sunday is an English
tradition that originated in the Middle Ages, first, as an occasion to return to worship at the

church in which one was baptized, and later evolving into a recognition of the importance of
mothers in our lives. When Christ Church celebrated Mothering Sunday many of our children
took part in the worship, serving as acolytes, intercessors, oblation bearers, and Eucharistic
Ministers. We will celebrate again on May l0th, our American Mothers' Day, with children in
significant liturgical roles. Please mark your calendars now so that you can be sure to be in
church supporting them in their life in Christ.

During the intercessions, this prayer for children was read by one of our teens:

Let us pray

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an

unsteady and confusing world: Show us (them) that your ways
give more life than the ways of the world, and that following
you is better than chasing after selfish goals. Help us (them) to
take failure, not as a measure of our (heir) worth, but as a chance

for a new start. Give us (them) strength to hold our (their) faith in you,
and to keep alive our (their)joy in your creation; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP p. 819, prayer 17)

I invite you to add this prayer to your own private intercessions, to remember that our young
people live in a time of great stress and upheaval societally and spiritually. They need all our
prayers, respect, and love.

In peace,

Diana f
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Easter is on April 5 and thus we will end our annual Lenten Vitamin Drive. Each Lenten Season

we try to raise enough money to provide a year's worth of a daily vitamin for each of the almost

2OO chilOren who participate in the St Vincent's Center for Children with Disabilities school and

programs. Any extra monies are used by the Center for their greatest need, probably food, during

ifriitime of turmoil in Haiti. Soo when you give up something for Lent, or set aside money as a

sacrifice, the Missions Team asks that you consider donating that money to our Annual Vitamin

Drive.

A wonderful video about the Center is available on You Tube:

https ://youtu.be/zNKKj AvMQ2c?si=nQQUVGT 1 qO3hMZG

Then, on Easter on April 5, or before April26, please put your cash or check in an envelope and

place it in the Offering plate. Please identify your donation as being for the Vitamin Drive ofHaiti'
You could also send the amount in a check to Christ Church, with the word "Missions", "Haiti",
or "Vitamins" on the memo line.

Please continue to support our local Food Bank right here in East Hampton with donations of food

and/or money for the Fuel Bank. There are large black bins by the church office door in which you

can place your non-perishable, unexpired food and other grocery items. You can also send checks

direitly tothe Food Bank. In addition, they accept food drop-offs at their location on 43 West High

Street, East Hampton, CT 06424.You can find more information and a list of their current needs

at https ://www. easthamptonct. gov/social-service s/food-bank.

Remember that your bottles and cans also support our Missions work. And, finally, we are having

another Motherts Day Diaper Drive in May. Please don't hesitate to ask questions, make

suggestions, or join our team! Our next Missions Team meeting will be on April 20. We'd love to

welcome new members to our team!

Contact Clive Connor clivekconnor@aol.com; 860-267-7813 or Mary Boretz
(mboretzl @gmail.com; 850-267 -0365) for more information.
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"For I know that my Redeemer lives and at the last he will stand upon the
earth." (Job 19:25-27)

"He is not here. He has risen." "He has risen from death as he said he
would." (Matthew 28:6)

We Christians need to challenge ourselves to believe the Easter message. ln
spite of wars that destroy and fear that the world is out of control, Jesus has
risen! And s we shout again "Alleluia!". This gospel message assures us that
god is always at work making things new - even now. the plants are bursting
with buds and tiny new leaves are unfolding. The shoot and blossoms are
God's message of hope. We dan look at then and believe anew.
Challenge yourself. Approaching the Easter season, we are invited to see the
world differently. We are called upon to hear the good news in a fresh new
way. These weeks of winter cold are giving way to a warmer, enduring
message of resurrection, one that proclaims hope and possibility. Look for it.

Listen for it. Be changed as Jesus was. Jesus has risen! Alleluia!

With prayers that the risen Christ will bless you with joy

Reverend Joannef
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THE TREASURER'S REPORT

As of Februa 2026

Pledges for February were $10,81 2.00, over budget by $2,342.50. Year to date pledges
stand at $19,683.75, over budget by $2,744.75.

February income was $13,279.50, over budget by $t,689.16. Yearto date income is
$24,859.25, over budget by $t ,678.57.

February expenses were ${{,530.22, under budget by $376.77. Year to date expenses
are $20.495.{5, under budget by $5,268.83.

fuo€ufri, Treasurer
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In coniunction with Easter we will be
having"a bake sale on Saturday, April 19,
2025 from 9:00 am to 3:00 nm ih thb Parish
HaII. We need your baked goods to make
this a success. So fire up thosE ovens and get
to baking those cookieS, cakes, pies, brea-ds
and anvt-hing else vou can think of. Nlore
informationl on this will appear in the
weeklv bulletins. If vou have anv questions
contact Linda Napoletano at 860-CgO-8020,
Iindananoletan o(d,me.com or Emilv Nloore
at 860 -267 -67 3 6 dm o o re 393 @yah ob. com.
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Every Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm, This

will be led by Rev. Bobette.

If you are interested
contact Bobette at bob

in joining, please
ette@&alx,earu.She

will send you instructions on the readings
and the zoom information.
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Et.t1 AtL CHANGE OF ORADDITION TO
OUR EMAILADDRESSES

If you have recently or are planning on changing your email
address or would like your email address added to our email
list, please inform the Bellringer so thatyou can continue or
begin to enjoy the news from your church. Send all changes
to:

ch ristchu rch bellrin ger@gmail.com
ADDRTSS
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THINK AHEAD FOR THOSE SPECIAL OCCASIONS

For a birthday, wedding, anniversary and all those other special or unexpected occasions, or
iustbecause, be prepared! LtYhyworry? Have gift cardson hand!

You can purchase multiple gift cards from over { 70 stores at one time - through our church. Not
just for gifting, but for your personal use as well. Groceries, flowers, books, prescriptions,
tools - there are a wide variety of cards available. Check out the list of cards available at:
https :/lwww.raiserig ht.com/brands.

For each card you buy, Christ Church automatically receives a percentage of the sale. You only
pay for the face value of the card. Have questions or ready to buy? Email Bobette at
bobette@kahn.com to place your order.
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Kevin Godwin
DanaVick
Sarah Stannard
Bruce A. Dubay
Sara Boretz
Hal Boretz
Clive Connor
Carl Gingras
Don Briere
^BngeLa Risigo
Sharon Porven

04/04
04/45
04/tt
04/12
04/t3
04/13
04/20
04/20
04/27
04/27
04/28
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The deadline for the submission of all articles
and/or items of interest for the May 2A26 issue of

the Bellringer is April 15,2026.

Send all submissions to:

christchurchbellrin

7

cter(Oomail.com
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May 1O, 2o26 is l\rIother's f)ay and the 1\zIissions Tearn \ rarrts to laonor all rnothers wittr a Cowenant
!o Care l)iaper l)riwe- Please eonsider honoring your own rnotJler or other rnothers in your life by
lonating sorrle packages of diapers.

Diapers are incredibly expensiwe for such a necessaqr' itern - costing approximately $.5O-S.7O each,
lepending on the size and brand. The children underthe care of our Social'Worker, I(elsey Elreler,
need Pull-ups (all sizes) or diapers in size 3-4. Children ttris age qrpically go tfrrough 4 diapers/pull-
rps a day so they cost approxirnately $2-3/day or $14-21 a rlrreek! When parents are stnrggling to
make ends rtaeet, ttrey often resort to changing their child less often than necessax:r' rvhictr results
ln a wtrole host of ottrer protrlerns suctr as diaper rash.

If you agree tl-at no child should krawe to rernain in a uret diaper any longer than necessary, then
please help us in or.rr l)iaper Driwe!

ftre diapers needed, accordirag to I(elsey, are si:zes 3 and 4 in regular diapers and all si:zes in
Pull-ups (for those transitioning out of diapers). Please drop off your donation in the Parish E{all
rr call lWary Eloretz (A6o,-257-0365) or Patti I(loo (860-510-3585) to rnake other arr€urgernents.
We'rvould like all diaper donations dropped off by Sunday, I\zIay 1O.

wHrLE YOU WOKE UP TIRED TODAY
SOMEONE ELSE DIDN'T WAKE UP AT ALL.

WHILE YOU HURRIED THROUGH YOUR MORNING,
SOMEONE ELSE IS PRAYING FOR A REASON TO START THEIRS.

WHILE YOU GOMPLAINED ABOUT WALKING TO WORK,
SOMEONE ELSE WOLD GIVE ANYTHING TO JUST STAND AGAIN.

WHILE YOU WISHED FOR THE WEEKEND TO COME FASTER,
SOMEONE ELSE IS WTSHING FOR JUST ONE MORE DAY.

SO PAUSE,
TAKE A BREATH.
LOOK AROUND.

YOU ALREADY HAVE MORE THAN YOU THINK,
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Wednesday, April 1,2026 - Bible Study
6:00 p.m. - Led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn
(This will be a Zoom.com celebration)

Thursday, April2, 2026 - Maundy Thurcday
6:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist with Rev. Diana Rogers

Friday, April 3, 2026 - Statione of the Cross
5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross with Rev. Diana Rogers

Friday, April 3, 2026 - Good Friday
6:00 p.m. - Communion ffom re$erve $acrament with Rev. Diana Rogers

Saturday, April4, 2026 - Easter Bake Sale
9:00 a"m. to 3:00 p.m. - Parish Hall

Sunday, April 5, 2A26 - Easter $unday
10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharistwith Rev. Diana Rogers
(This will be a hybrid celebration)

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 - Bible Study
6:00 p.m. - Led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn
(This will be a Zoom.com celebration)

Sunday, April 12, 2026 - The Second Sunday of Easter
10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharistwith Rev. Diana Rogers
(This will be a hybrid celebration)

Wednesday, April 15,2026 - Bible Study
6:00 p.m. - Led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn
(This will be a Zoom.com celebration)

Sunday, April {9, 2026 - The Third Sunday of Eaeter
10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist with Rev. Diana Rogers
SeniorAdult I\4inistry - Cobalt Lodge immediately after the service
(This will be a hybrid celebration)

Tuesday, April 2{, 2026 - Vestry Meeting
6:00 p.m, - Parish Hall
(AIl are welcome to attend)

Wednesday, April 22,2026 - Bible Study
6:00 p.m. - Led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn
(This will be a Zoom.com celebration)

Sunday, April 26, 2026 - The Fourth Sunday of Easter
10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist with Rev. Diana Rogers

(This will be a hybrid celebration)
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lilednesday, April 29,2026 - Bible Study
600 p.m. - Led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn
(This will be a Zoom.com Celebration) 10
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In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer

The Anglican Church of l{enya

In the Dioeesan Cycle of Prayer

Parish Prayers are requested for:

The St. Vincent's Center for Children witl: Disabilities in Haiti; the residents and staff of
Cobalt Lodge; Julie; Jim Turner; John Turner; Daniel Hastings; Brian Correll; Donna Long;
Susan Castellan; Iil/ayne Curry; Carl Day; Stacey; Susan Ehringhaus; Lee; Paul; Kym
Stohl; and Ralph Tacey.

\Me pray for:

For all suffiering from Covid-l9 and other infectious diseases. For the hungry and the
homeless. For all who mouftL bearing in mind the continuing deaths by gun violence.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

And for Ukr*ine

Lord, we thank you that in every situation, every dark moment, you are active and working
among us. Even when things seem at their bleakest, we trust in your sovereignQr and
strength. In John's gospel, you said, "in this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world." V/e embrace the fact that this world and the troubles we face in
it have been overcome, and rest in the knowledge that you have the power to move in any
and every situation. As we watch war unfold in lJkraine, we ask for your graee and peace
to rule in the hearts and minds of all involved. We pray this in Jesus'name. Amen.
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St- Peter's, Ffebron; St. James', Iligganum; AII Saints', Ivoryton; Bishops, The Commons
staff & parish employees
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH INFORMATION:

Vestry:
Patty Kloo
Jerry Graham
Linda Napoletano
Scott Konior
Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard

Organist:
Ted Williams

Parish Administrator:
Joal Lentz

Bellringer Editor:
Bruce A. Dubay

Bellringer e-mail:
ghrislch u rchbel I ringer@g ma il. com

Officers:
Donna Dube Hryb, Sr. Warden
Clive Connor, Jr. Warden
Geri Cecilio, Treasurer
James Van Cott, Parish Clerk

Church Office Hours:
Friday 8:00a.m. - 2:00 P.m.

Church Website:
ch ristchu rchm iddlehaddam.com

Church e-mail:
ccmhadmin@gmaiL.qom

Sexfon;
Brian Donaldson
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