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Letter from the Wardens 
Jane, our supply priest since September, was ... and is … great!  
To show our appreciation, a special luncheon will be held for 
her after the 10 o’clock service on December 20.  Although she 
will be leaving us at the end of December, we suspect we will 
see her again.  For sure! 
 
The ‘Flying Randall's’ [A.K.A. the Reverends Catharine Randall 
and Randall Balmer] will join us for the months of January and 
February.  You may remember that ‘dynamic duo’ from their 
visit several weeks ago.  Who knows?  If the stewardship  
campaign produces enough ‘faith based’ pledging, we may be 
able to persuade them to help us begin our part time ministry.   
They appear to be very interested in the idea. 
 
The rectory is rented!  Our new tenants … Roberta, Jennifer and 
Joy …painted up a storm in November.  The house looks great!  
Barry Edmonds and ‘Warden C W’ helped out with repairs and 
such.  Please be sure to say ‘hi’ when you see the young ladies 
around the place.  They plan on moving in on Sunday November 
28. 
 
Just a reminder … the Christmas pageant will take place on the 
Sunday preceding Christmas .  And the service at 5 O’clock on 
Christmas Eve will be a ‘family service’ ... as well as a time 
when we hope we’ll see old friends.  Sure hope many of you can 
join us!  The ‘carol sing’ will begin at 10 O’clock followed by 
the Eucharist at 10:30.  There will be no service Christmas 
morning. 
 
Let’s see … great yard clean-up this year!  We just have to store 
our benches out of the winter weather.  The ‘greening of the 
church’ may be done a little earlier than usual this year.  We’re 
thinking maybe Sunday November 28.  The January Annual 
Meeting is just around the corner.  We will be electing officers 
and Vestry members.  If you would like to throw your name in 
the hat, please let one of your Wardens know. 
 
           ‘Bye ‘bye for now   Keep the Faith!         George & C W 
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Help Wanted 
Positions Open 

 
Altar Guild:  Can you help with preparing the Altar for the 
Lords Feast on Sunday?  Please speak with Kate Grant for 
details. 

 
Chalice Bearers:  Please help to lighten the load on our  
Chalice Bearers.  Speak with Mother Jane or any of our 
current Chalice Bearers for more information. 
 
Choir Members:  Bring your beautiful voice to church on 
Sundays and join our already spectacular choir.  Please speak 
with Barbara. 
 
Parish Clerk:  A one year opportunity to attend Vestry Meet-
ings one Tuesday a month.  Duties:  take meeting notes/type 
and distribute to Vestry members before the next  
meeting.  Term to begin following 2010 Annual Meeting.  
Please speak with Janet Stanley or any Vestry member for 
more information. 
 
Snow Removal Team:  The parking lot of Christ Church is 
cleared of snow and ice by a professional snow removal  
company.  However, stairways and walkways still need to be 
maintained by us.  If you can assist in being part of this team, 
please speak with Doug Bevin.  Better still, just stop on by 
after a storm with your shovel and feel free to just “dig in”!! 
 
Torch Bearers:  Youth or adult:  Needed for special  
Occasions.  We would like to have Torch Bearers for the 
10:30 pm service on Christmas Eve.  Please speak with 
Mother Jane if you can help. 

Letter to the Parish 
 

The Vestry asked me to make a Stewardship presentation in church last 
Sunday,  November 15th, which was our New Consecration  
Sunday.  What follows is my presentation. 
 

Barry Edmonds 
Acting Treasurer 

 
Here we are at another Stewardship Sunday or New Consecration Sunday 
– a time when we are asked to support our church with our time, talent 
and treasure. 
 
This year is different as we plan to 2010. For the first time in my years 
here at Christ Church our expenses are not mandating what we need to 
raise to function as a Parish. Now what do I mean by that?  I mean that 
this is the first time in my memory that we do not have to support a full 
time Priest.  Having a full time Priest comes with mandated salary and 
benefits controlled by the Diocese. So in years past I would work up a 
budget including all these  full time Priest expenses PLUS the cost of 
maintaining  the buildings and grounds and with other Worship and  
pastoral expenses and state that we need “X”  amount of dollars to cover 
our expenses for the New Year. Then I would hope and pray that we 
would get enough pledges to cover the proposed budget. 
 
Now I have not done any budget work for 2010, nothing, because I am 
waiting for the parish to tell the Vestry what they want Christ Church to 
be in the New Year and the years that follow. Will we be able to afford a 
part time priest, will we  be able to sustain a supply Priest, like Jane 
Stickney has been doing - will we ever be able to afford a full time priest 
again, I  don’t know -  It will depend on the results of this stewardship 
campaign and of those in the future.  In 2009 the Parish pledged a total of 
about $83,000 - this against a budget of $150,000. Not enough to cover 
our expenses so we took the shortfall out of our endowment. We have 
over the past 9 or 10 years withdrawn funds from our endowment to  
balance our budget, and now the endowment is used up, less than 10k is 
in the fund now. So we are on our own, no endowment to fall back on,  
 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS XXXV 
 

Music of 
Johann Sebastian Bach, Antonin Dvorak,  

Franz Gruber, Orlande De Lassus,  
George Philipp Telemann, Johannes Ockeghem,  

Gregorian Chant and Carols 
 

Sunday, December 6—4 pm 
St. John’s Episcopal Church—Main Street—Niantic 

 
Sunday December 13, 2009—4 pm 

Zion Lutheran Church 
183 William Street—Portland 

 
Sunday, December 20—4pm 
St. Anthony of Padua Church 

49 So. Street—Litchfield 
 

Sunday, December 7—4pm 
Our Lady of Mercy Church 

19 So. Canal Street—Plainville 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SING 
Traditional Carols and Songs 

 
Friday, December 18—7pm 

Second Congregational Church 
52 Middle Haddam Rd—Middle Haddam 

�

(Continued from Page 2) 
 
no financial aid from the Diocese, we will plan our 2010 budget 
based entirely on our pledged income.  If our pledges for 2010 
stay the same as 2009, then we could sustain a supply priest for 
Sunday’s, plus a couple of hours of Pastoral care during the 
month, if there is need.  Now if we increase our pledges for 2010, 
then there is a likely hood we could support a Part Time Priest 
that would include a fixed number of hours a month for Pastoral 
care. 
 
So as we fill out our cards and make our financial commitment 
for 2010 we need to think how important Christ Church is to us 
and to the community. Am I willing to increase my financial  
support to insure we have a Priest here on Sundays? Am I willing 
to increase my financial support to insure we have a Priest here 
for pastoral care when a personal or family emergency develops?  
It all depends on us and our personal decision to support our 
church. 
 
Something else is different for 2010 - our expenses for next year 
will be a little different. We have rented out the Rectory so we 
will get income from that. We also will not have the expense of 
heating the rectory or paying the electric bill. These will certainly 
help our budget for the New Year but our primary focus needs to 
be Stewardship.  Being the Acting Treasurer and Bookkeeper 
makes me focus on the monetary side of our Stewardship cam-
paign; I am not going to apologize for that, because Christ Church 
finances are in front of me every single week all year long. But 
Stewardship is not just about money, it is also about time and  
talents. Over the past several weeks we have included in the  
bulletin a list of individuals who make a priceless contribution of 
their time and talent joining others to insure that our doors remain 
open and our services and outreach programs continue.  Look at 
the list and I ask that if you name is not included, talk to someone 
on the list and discover   where you can help, where you can use 
your God given talents to support Christ Church. 
 
Please give careful thought as you fill out your cards; please be 
generous with your time, talent and treasure. 
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Belated November Birthdays 
 

Thomas Keegan—November 9 
Ethan Gawkowski—November 19 

Cora Gingras—November 30 
 

December Birthdays 
�

Kristen Shumbo—December 6 
Travis Bevin—December 11 

Michael Keegan—December 14 
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Herbert Strickland 
Who turned 95 years young this past October. 

 
Our church records show that Herb was confirmed on November 20, 
1938, at St. John's Chapel in E. Hampton by Rev. Leonard Flisher with 
Bishop Budlong, Bishop of CT, presiding.  Twenty others were confirmed 
on that same date.   

 

Michelle Keegan 
Who celebrated her 40th birthday in the Parish Hall on  

November 7th. 
Michelle’s family and friends honored her by donating 10 bags of food 
and toiletries to the East Hampton Food Bank. 
 

 

Dottie Currie 
Celebrated her 80th birthday on November 29th 

in the Parish Hall 
 

The East Hampton Food Bank was the recipient of  
food and monetary donations 

in honor of Dottie. 
 

Happy Birthday All! 
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If you get a chance, J.A.M. and the Nursery invite you to stop by 
the nursery and visit Tom the Turkey.  He was hand decorated by 
our nursery children and he has been lovingly adorned with  
feathers of gratitude.  On each feather a child has written some-
thing that they are thankful for.  As you will notice, our children 
are thankful for God and for Jesus, for their church and their  
congregation, their families, mothers, fathers and for their food 
and many blessings.  We could have decorated two or more  
turkeys with all of our feathers of gratitude! 
 
I would like to thank the children for a wonderful rendition of 
“Noah’s Ark” and a successful food drive.  It takes a lot of guts to 
stand up in front of an audience and we were all proud of you!  
Our food drive was very successful as we were able to give many 
food items, hygiene items and other supplies to the East Hampton 
Food Bank.  Our thanks go out to the entire congregation for their 
generosity.  We would like to thank our J.A.M. teacher Johanna 
for directing our play.  She worked quite hard to put it all together 
and in her patient, kind-hearted way she instilled confidence in 
each child that they could share this important Bible story with 
our congregation. 
 
Johanna and I would like to thank all of our nursery and J.A. M 
families for their enthusiastic and consistent attendance.  We 
know that you have battled illnesses and juggled many responsi-
bilities but we want you to know that we are always truly happy 
to see you on Sunday mornings or at one of our off-Sunday  
activities.  On December 12 Christ Church will have a family 
walk on the Airline Trail.  We will meet at Cranberry Bog at 10 
a.m.  Please dress for the weather and the terrain.  Keep your eyes 
peeled for the books of the bible…see if you can gather them up 
and win a prize at the end of our walk!  Please also note that this 
year our Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 20th at 
the 10 a.m. service.  We certainly invite friends and family  
members to be a part of our joyous celebration!!! 
 

Kendra Dickinson 
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Tired of the hustle and bustle of the “commercial” side of Christmas?  
Please join in with your family and friends at Christ Church 

 
December 20th -10 am 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
During the 10 am Sunday Eucharist 

 
December 24th—5 pm 

Our Family Christmas Eve Celebration 
Holy Eucharist with Children’s Sermon 

 
December 24th -10:00 pm 

Carol Sing 
 

December 24th—10:30 pm 
Holy Eucharist—Rite II 

 
 

For your listening enjoyment 
please be sure to attend one of the  

performances by the 
New England Chamber Choir 

 
 

Their holiday schedule is on page 18 
 

Christmas Flower Offering 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Given in Memory Of 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Given in Thanksgiving For 
 

Gift From:__________________________________________________________ 
 

Amount $_____________________ 

Christmas Flower Offering 
 

If you would like to make a donation in  
memory of or in thanksgiving for someone special 

this Christmas Season 
please fill out the form below and mail it along with you check to: 

 
Christ Episcopal Church 

P.O. Box 81 
Middle Haddam, CT 06456 

 
Please mark “Christmas Flowers” in the memo line of the check. 

 
Please send to the church office before December 17, 2009 
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Mary Goff, Bruce and Jill Crisp, Geri-Anne Hunt, Barbara Simmons, 
Laura and Wayne, Mary Ayers, Susan Pytka and for Ritchie Ruel who 
has died and his family and friends.  Let us continue to pray for our 
troops serving in the U.S. Military around the world, and all those 
known only to ourselves and God that need our prayers at this time.   
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This fall Donna Hryb and Kate Grant trained as Lay  Eucharistic  
Visitors, preparing to take communion to Christ Church members who 
are not able to attend church.  They will occasionally make visits on 
Sundays after church, bringing the consecrated bread and wine from 
our altar, extending  our celebration to include those who can not come 
to church.  These visits will be arranged ahead of time.  If you would 
like communion brought to your home, or know of someone who 
would appreciate a visit, please contact the church office. 
. 
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December Youth Activities 
 

Saturday December 12 at 10 a.m.   
 

Christ Church Family Walk at the Air Line Trail  
 
Enjoy the winter wonderland as we meet at Cranberry Bog 
and take a walk along the Air Line Trail.  Go on a  
biblical treasure hunt and hopefully you will find some treats 
at the end of your journey through the books of the bi-
ble!  Plan to walk for about 45 minutes and please dress for 
the weather and the terrain.  

Sunday, December 20  at 10 am 
Christ Church Christmas Pageant  

The story of the Nativity comes to life with the help 
of our Nursery and JAM children!  Join us in 
church as our pageant will be the sermon for this 
service. 
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Thank you all so much for your help in providing four families a Thanksgiving 
meal. We were able to supply these families with a turkey with stuffing and 
gravy, a bag of potatoes, some vegetables, and a pie for dessert. 
 
Now, Christmas approaches and Amanda, our DCF Social Worker through 
Covenant to Care, has given us the names of 12 children who need our help to 
have a Merry Christmas.  These children range in age from 1 to 17 and wish 
for a variety of things from toys to hats to pajamas to books.  A sign-up list 
will be posted in the Parish Hall. Please bring your gifts to church on or before 
December 20th.  Please inform a Missions committee member if you put your 
bag in the Parish Hall or at the back of the church.  For more information or to 
sign up if you will not be at church, please contact  
 

Clive Tucceri (ctucceri@aol.com 860-267-7813),  
Mary Boretz, (boretzmar@Reg8.k12.ct.us 860-267-0365) 

Donna Long (longdjj1@sbcglobal.net  860-467-6278).  
 
If you wish to contribute money to our Missions fund, please make out a check 
to Christ Church and be sure to put Missions in the memo line. 
 
Please keep the following guidelines in mind when volunteering to support a 
child at Christmas. These guidelines are in place to ensure some equality  
between the various children. 
 

We suggest a spending budget of $40-50 per child. You may co-sponsor a 
child if you wish to share the spending budget. 

Please bring the wrapped presents with removable tags bearing your 
child’s name. The name you have is not the child’s real name so the 
tags must be removable.  

Please place all gifts for one child into one labeled bag (you may use large 
plastic bags) if possible. 

 

Thank you so much for helping to make a child’s life a bit merrier this  
Christmas. 
 
Our next Missions meeting is December 10th at 6 pm in the Parish Office. 
Please join us! 
 

From the Desk of the Treasurer: 
 
Pledge statements as of the end of September were mailed to 
all those that pledged for 2009. It is so important to the  
functioning of the Parish that we all keep current with our 
pledge commitment. We will not send any other statements for 
2009.  Before the end of the year if you want a current update 
on your pledge payments, contact me and I can answer your 
questions.  
 

Thank you Barry Edmonds,  
Acting Treasurer &Bookkeeper.  

Home phone 860-267-6226,  
email bwedmonds@comcast.net   

 
“Give, and it will be given to you. 

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap.   

For with the measure you use, 
it will be measured to you.” 

    Luke 6:38 
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Rev. Rachel Thomas from St. Stephen’s has invited our  
members to join a Confirmation/Inquirers’ class to prepare for a 
May 1st Confirmation service.  The classes are for anyone 10th 
Grade and above.   Plans are to have sessions on Monday  
evenings from 7-8:15pm.  It is expected that St Stephen’s will 
have 7 or 8 students, mixed youth and adults.  A schedule has 
been developed to cover topics such as Holy Scriptures, The 
Nature of God, The Old and New Covenants, The Church, The 
Sacraments, The Ministry and Human Nature/Sin and  
Redemption/ The Christian Hope.  The May 1st Confirmation  
service will be conducted by Ian Douglas who will have been 
newly consecrated as Bishop of the Diocese of Connecticut. 
 
This a gracious invitation and a genuine opportunity for deepen-
ing understanding of our faith and our practices.  Please feel 
free to call Mother Thomas at 860-873-9547 to convey your  
interest.  The first session will be on December 7th. 

 	������	�(�  
 
Many thanks to the fall clean-up crew.  The usual Suspects! 
 

Willie, George, Doug, Dick, Barry 
 

Great job once again. 
 
The gutters were cleaned by Willie and George and the hall  
windows got washed by George’s main squeeze—Dot! 
 

[but where was that lay C.W.?? ] 
 
“I had to leave …. And get the paint ready for the employee 
who’s painting my house with me … is he my Grandson? 
 
Ah, well em … yes.  But, well, he does the high work, and … 
Well … it’s a long story”. 
 
Anyway, the grounds look super.   
 
[Maybe I’ll pitch in next year!] 
 
                             C W      ‘The Property Guy’ 
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We thank you all so much for  
your wonderful presentation 
of  “Noah’s Ark”.   
Enjoyed by one and all!!! 
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XEROX IS DOING SOMETHING COOL 
 
If you go to this web site, www.LetsSayThanks.com you can pick out a 
thank you card and Xerox will print it and it will be sent to a soldier 
that is currently serving in Iraq . You can't pick out who gets it, but it 
will go to a member of the armed  services. 
 
How AMAZING it would be if we could get everyone we know to 
send one!!!  It is FREE and it only takes a second. 
 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if the soldiers received a bunch of these?  
 
Whether you are for or against the war, our soldiers over there need 
to know we are behind them.  This takes just 10 seconds and it's a  
wonderful way to say thank you. 
 
 Please take the time and please take the time to pass it on for others to 
do. We can never say enough thank you's. 

Stewardship Drive 2010—Update 
 
Stewardship update as of November 24 th.  A total of 
$65,158.00 has been pledged. Total number of pledge s to 
date is 31. Out of the 31 pledges received, 18 have  in-
creased their pledge over their 2009 pledge 



Your Vestry and Transition Team 
invites you to attend 
all church meetings 

We welcome your presence, suggestions and comments. 

December Calendar 
 
December 1 6:30pm Transition Team Meeting 
  Parish Hall 
 
December 6,13, 20, 27 
 8:00am Holy Eucharist—Rite 1 
 9:45 am J.A.M. and Nursery Care 
 10:00am Holy Eucharist – Rite 2 
 
December 7 7:00 pm Confirmation Class 
  St. Stephen’s, E. Haddam 
 
December 10 6:00pm Mission Team Meeting 
  Parish Hall 
 
December 12 10:00am Family Walk – Airline Trail 
 
December 15 6:30pm Vestry Meeting 
  Parish Hall 
 
December 20 10:00am Children’s Christmas Pageant  
December 20 11:00am Celebration “Thank you” for  
  The Rev. Jane in the Parish Hall  
  following the 10:00am Service 
December 20  Covenant to Care Gifts 
  Due in Parish Hall 
 
December 24 5:00pm Family Christmas Eve Service 
 10:00pm Choir Sing/Carols 
 10:30pm Holy Eucharist—Rite 2  
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Celebration Dinner 
We Invite You 

 
December 20th, 2009 

immediately after the 10 am Eucharist 
To join us in a celebration and thanksgiving for 

 

The Rev. Jane Stickney 
 

who has faithfully served Christ Church as 
our supply Priest and worship leader  

since September 13 
 

We thank you Jane 
for your spiritual guidance and pastoral support 

 

Introducing To You 
 

The Rev. Dr. Catharine Randall 
The Rev. Dr. Randall Balmer 

 
will be joining us 
as supply Priests 

beginning January 3, 2010 
 

More information will be 
coming to you in mid-December 

 


