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Tuesday, 3ð5 pm 
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A welcoming community committed to worship, mission, and Christian formation in todayôs world 

 

Please Join Us 

September 11, 2011 
 

 

We Return To Our Regular Service Time 

Holy EucharistðRite II 

10:00 am 

 

ñWe Come With Joyful Heartsò 

Our Choir Returns From 

Summer break 

 

J.A.M. and Nursery 

begins it Fall schedule 

 

We honor the victims and the families 

of those lost on 

this 10-year anniversary of the  

World Trade Center/Pentagon 

Tragedy 

Bring Bells to Ring during the Service! 

 

Refreshments and Community Time 

in the Parish Hall following the service 
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Christ  Episcopal Church  
September Calendar of  Events  

 
September 2 to September 5  Christ Church Cookie Booth,  
  Haddam Neck Fair Grounds 

 

September 3 to September 5  Christ Church Tag Sale,  
  Parish Hall/Parish Grounds 

 
September 4     The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
   9:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  Refreshments and community time 

  following service in the Parish Hall 

 

 
 

September 11     The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

   9:45 am J.A.M.ðNursery 

 10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  Tenth Anniversary Rememberanceð 

`  Bring Bells to Ring!!! 

  Refreshments and community time 

  following service in the  Parish Hall 

 

September 18     The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
   8:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 

   9:45 am  J.A.M.ðNursery Care 

 10:00 am  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

   Laying on of Hands Healing Service 

   Refreshments and community time 

   following service in the Parish Hall 

   

September 20    6:30 pm  Vestry Meeting , Parish Hall 

   All are welcome 

 

September 23   Deadline for October Bellringer  
 

September 25     The Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost  
   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

   9:45 am J.A.M.ðNursery 

 10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  Refreshments and community time 

  following service in the Parish Hall 
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Effective today, July 20, six positions in total have been eliminated from the staff of  

Diocesan House, representing a 27 percent reduction in the number of staff serving in 

the offices of The Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut in Hartford. 

 

The positions that have been eliminated are: Front Desk Receptionist; Production  

Manager; Missioner for Children & Adults; Missioner for Youth & Young Adults; Canon 

to the Ordinary; and Canon for Transition Ministry. Some of the duties previously as-

signed to the Canon to the Ordinary and Canon for Transition Ministry, particularly those 

related to the ordination process and parish deployment, will be combined into a new 

position of Canon for Mission Leadership. A nationwide search to fill the new position 

will be initiated as soon as possible. The position of Accounting Supervisor, vacated 

earlier this year through retirement, will not be filled and will also be eliminated. 

 

The elimination of these positions means the departure of six faithful individuals  

representing 74 years of ministry and service to the communities and individuals of the 

Diocese of Connecticut. 

 

ñThere is profound sadness in these cuts.ò said Bishop Ian T. Douglas. ñWe are losing 

faithful and dedicated colleagues who have served us all so well for many decades. We 

need to pray for these fine sisters and brother who are losing their jobs in these difficult 

economic times. At the same time, these cuts represent a loss of an ideal for what the 

Diocese of Connecticut has been. Twentieth century models of the Church with big    

diocesan staffs providing programs from a centralized office are not the way of the     

future.ò 

 

One impetus for these changes is an anticipated $1 million to $1.2 million reduction for 

the proposed 2012 Diocesan-wide budget that will be decided upon by the Annual  

Diocesan Convention in October. The Diocesan Program & Budget Committee (P & B), 

charged to develop a budget for convention, reviewed parish pledge cards and other 

anticipated revenue before making the reduced budget. Parish pledges account for 

about 92% of income for the conventionôs budget. Currently fewer than 70 of the 172 

parishes fulfill their pledge of 12.5% of their operating income as set by Diocesan  

convention.                                                                                                        (continued on page 5) 

 

Diocesan staff reduction announced  
Cuts are response to new financial and  

organizational realities 
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ñFor some time now the Diocesan pledge system hasnôt worked,ò said Bishop   

Douglas. ñThe majority of our parishes donôt participate at the 12.5% level. Those 

that do, do so at great cost to themselves, particularly when they draw down their 

endowments to meet their obligation. While we are thankful for the generosity of the 

parishes that do support the Diocesan-wide budget, the current system is unsustain-

able.ò 

As a result, the P & B Committee is working on a proposed 2012 budget that is 20 

percent less than the 2011 budget. To meet this reduced budget, the committee   

began looking at the budget in new ways with an eye to a modified zero-based 

budget. While the committee was consulted in principle on the need to reduce staff, 

the specific position eliminations were the decision of the Diocesan bishop in consul-

tation with the Bishops Suffragan. The reduction in force represents a 23 percent cut 

in the cost of Diocesan House staff.  As the budget process matures, additional staff 

adjustments may be necessary.  Most other items in the proposed budget have also 

been reduced by 20 percent.  An exception is the commitment to the budget of The 

Episcopal Church as determined by the Churchôs triennial General Convention. 

The anticipated drastic budget shortfall has invited deep reconsideration of the way 

the Diocese is organized, in much the same way that the upcoming retirement of 

Canon for Administration & Stewardship Jack Spaeth provided an initial opportunity 

to examine the structure of Diocesan staffing and resources. That review has        

resulted in a reorganization of responsibilities and the creation of a new position, the 

Canon for Mission Collaboration. 

ñThis is a time of incredible change and possibility,ò said Bishop Douglas. ñWeôre   

being invited to consider how to be the Diocese of Connecticut in new ways for the 

21st Century. Our 20th Century models of diocesan staffing are no longer appropri-

ate to this networked age, nor are they financially sustainable. This reduction in 

force gives us a chance to respond creatively to the changing economic and organ-

izational realities. We are being invited to re-imagine who we are as the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut and how we will come together collaboratively to serve and 

extend Godôs mission.ò 

In practical terms, the reduction in force and reorganization of diocesan staff will 

mean that when people call Diocesan House they will find notable changes and new 

ways of working. 

ñThis is a time of significant transition and we need to develop new networks of    

response drawing on the incredible lay and ordained leadership across the Dio-

cese,ò said Bishop Douglas. ñThese changes are hopeful and right for the Diocese.ò 



6 

   Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) 
Ages 3-10 

Prayers, Activities, Storytelling and Music 

9:45 am in the Parish Hall 

 

+ + + + + 

Nursery 
Learning and Play 

   Birth ðToddlersðLittle Ones 

  9:45 am 

                                   In the Church Office 

Congratulations Kendra!  
 

Well, I have finally gone and done it.....I have finally completed my Masters in Education!   

Six years ago, I was teaching Kindergarten in Winsted, CT, and I embarked on the long 

journey that would be my degree.  I was only a few months into my program when I dis-

covered I was pregnant with my first daughter Riley.  I went to my advisor in a panic.  I 

explained to her that I was working full time; I had just begun my degree; and now I was 

expecting my first child.  I felt overwhelmed and on the brink of tears.  I was so relieved 

when she looked me right in the eye and told me, "Kendra, we are all here to help you.  

You have six years in which to complete your degree requirements and we are going to do 

whatever it takes to help you get it done."  My advisor and I became close friends and she 

stuck to her word and helped me every step of the way including another pregnancy result-

ing in the birth of my daughter Ella.  
 

You see I grew up in a family which valued and in fact almost obsessed over, education.  

My mother and father had my older sister when the were only 19 years old, and they did 

not have the opportunity to go to college.  I grew up knowing that not only would I go and 

get my Bachelorôs but that I would just continue to go to school until I had received a PhD 

or an MD or I ran out of money, which ever happened first.  So this Masters has been a big 

deal.  This May, I received a certified package in the mail.  I signed for it, thanked the lady 

from the post office, and felt my heartbeat accelerate as I rushed to open the box which 

held my diploma.  Much to my delight, I had also received the     Regina Miller Heart of a 

Teacher Award from the University of Hartford.  It had all been worth it.  I go into this 

summer season and the Fall with excitement and energy.  We are looking forward to see-

ing all of our J.A.M. children on September 11th, when J.A.M. resumes.  You can bet we 

will have a tasty breakfast waiting for you!  We will send out J.A.M. registrations toward 

the end of August or you can, of course, register in person.  Nursery care will continue to 

be provided throughout the rest of the summer. 

 
Love and peace, 

Kendra 
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  Saturday, September 3, 8 am-4 pm 

 Sunday, September 4, 10 am-4 pm 

          Monday, September 5, 9 am-3 pm 
 

             Volunteer Sales Help Always Needed 

 

If you have any questions, please call: 

 

C.W. Currie (860) 267-2267 

Dick Napoletano (860) 342-1131 

Church Office (860) 267-0287 

 

The Parish Hall will be open during the day beginning  

August 24 for drop-off of donations.  Donations will not be 

accepted after August 31, due to the amount of days that our 

volunteers need to sort and price the items.  Call Dick or C.W. 

if you need pick-up of larger items.  
 

See You There! 

 

 

 

 

September 2 to September 5 
 

 

Christ Church will have a cookie booth again this year at the Haddam Neck Fair.  It is a 

fun and easy way for our Church to be present in the community.  The fair takes place 

over Labor Day weekend.  We bake Otis Spunkmeyer cookies on the spot.  There are 

two-hour shifts for helping in the booth.  See or call George Seitzer (860-267-9240) to 

sign up for a shift.  We also welcome help in the form of donations towards the purchase 

of the cookie dough (any amount helps).  This event has proven to be a good fundraiser 

and it puts us in an enjoyable spot at a family-friendly fair.   
 

Your donation will cover: $60ðbuys a full box; $30ðbuys 1/2 box; and $15ðbuys 1/4 

box.  The Fair and Cookie Booth hours are: Friday: 6-10 pm.; Sat. and Sun.: 9 amð

8pm, and Mon.: 8 am ï4 pm. 

 

George Seitzer 

Tag Sale Items Needed: 

Furniture 

Tools 

Toys, Puzzles, Games 

CDs and DVDs 

Books 

Linens and Bedding 

Kitchen Small Appliances 

Dishes and Bakeware 

Electronics 

Jewelry 

Christmas items 

Whatever...except, please no 

shoes  and clothing 

Thank You!!!   
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Mr. & Mrs. Herschel W. Connor, Jr. 

United in Marriage July 2, 2011 

Herschel, Clivey, Clive 
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Calling the Christ Church Choir  
 

The first regular choir rehearsal of the season will be held at 
8:30  a.m. in the Sanctuary on Sunday, September 11, 2011.  
We will sing We Come with Joyful Hearts  during the service 
that morning.  
 

New Members are Welcome!  
 

We invite any interested parishioners to join with us in 
praising God with song!  No auditions ï just come to the rehearsals! 

Fun At 

Camp Washington 
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A Remembrance From 

Gladys L. Smith 
September 4, 1909ðApril 2, 2011 

 

Quiet Times 
 

I love the quiet times in life, 

So few and far between, 

When one can touch the stillness, 

With nothing in-between. 

Moments which God sets aside, 

For us when we have need 

To contemplate and meditate, 

So we can better heed 

 

His soft and gently whisperings, 

That seem so crystal clear, 

Always heard by listening heart, 

But never by the ear. 

 

With time for thought and time for prayer, 

How precious are the hours, 

With not a harsh or hurting word, 

...Among the trees and flowers, 

 

I love the quiet times in life, 

And they have come to be 

Special moments richly shared 

Between the Lord and me. 

Free of all distractions, 

Far from the beaten track, 

Where I may walk with God and get 

...M lost perspective back. 

 

Grace E. Easley 

Gladys Smith was a long-time member of Christ Episcopal 

Church.  Her Memorial Service and burial was held on July 16, 

2011 with the Rev. E. Page Rogers officiating.   

 

Our prayers remain with Gladys and her family and friends. 
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Autumn Leaves Fair  
November 5 th  

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 

Things are moving along with the Fair planning.  Some items we already have: 
 

JELLY & JAMS  
We have 3-4 kinds already 

If you need jars for your bounty, please let me know and  
I can drop some off at your home. 

 
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS 

We always need more or these. 
 

PAINTED WOODEN ITEMS 
Painted bird houses and painted cats for door/window trim 

Donna Long did a beautiful job with these.  Thank you. 
Please consider your own talents for wooden donations. 

 
RE-GIFT TABLE  

This is for all those NEW items in your house that you received  
as gifts and didnôt want or like.  We want them!!! 

 
PLANT TABLE  

We need plants/cuttings and even empty decorative pots. 
We can match them up. 

 
NEEDLEWORK 

KNIT, CROCHET, SEW, QUILT? 
Tea towels, aprons, childrenôs sweaters, hat/mittens, etc. 

If you have an idea, ñgo with itò.  
I would love to have different items at the fair. 

 
KITCHEN 

Our kitchen will be supplying baked items of brownies, cookies, cakes and pies 
(someone will be calling you to ask you to bake).  

We will also serve coffee/and.....  Details forthcoming. 
 

GOT AN IDEA?  
If you have an idea but need help with it, please give me a call and we can either have 

a work party at the Parish Hall or we could get together at someoneôs home.  
I am hoping to have a few of these get-togethers in the Parish Hall starting in  

September.  I hope that you will be able to make it. 
 

If you have any suggestions, please get in touch with me at:  
860-267-6226 or email at: bwedmonds@comcast.net  

 
Winnie Edmonds 

mailto:bwedmonds@comcast.net
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Each Sunday in the bulletin, we announce the weekly and year-to date 

pledging dollars.  A weekly status gives us all a quick update and reminds 

us of our financial commitment. On Sunday August 7th, the following was 

printed in the bulletin: ñWe have pledged $1,555.00 per week for an annual 

total of $80,875. On July 31st we received a total of $976 from you. YTD 

Pledge Budget: $48,205.; YTD Actual $52,425. 

 

Pledge statements were mailed early in July and contained information for the period 

January 2011 through June 2011. If you expected a pledge statement and did not receive 

one or if you have any questions on the one you did receive, please contact me. 

 

Thank you. 

Barry Edmonds, Treasurer/Bookkeeper 

bwedmonds@comcast.net, 860-267-6226 
 

Stewardship Committee 
 

Would  you like to be part of the Stewardship Committee 

for the 2011-2012 year? 

 

Please speak with George Seitzer 

for details 

WELCOME TO THE EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
 

Aoife Nuala Pont 

 

Baptized August 21, 2011 

 

Parents:  

Joshua and Gabrielle Pont 

mailto:bwedmonds@comcast.net
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We have T-Shirts, Sweatshirts and Hats with Christ Church printed on them. 

Available on a first come first serve basis. 

 

 

Lime Green óCatch the Spiritò T-Shirts (large, X-large  )   10.00 each 

Lime Green óCatch the Spiritò T-Shirts ( XX-large )    12.00 each 

Grey Sweat Shirts    (large and X-large)   15.00 each 

Grey Sweat Shirt (only one left) with hood X large     30.00 

6 Panel  - low profile Cap   adjustable    12.00 each 

 

This clothing is available in the Church office. Self service ï take what you would like to pur-

chase and leave a check (DO NOT LEAVE CASH) made out to Christ Church in the envelope 

provided on the table. For questions, please ask Barry Edmonds, 860-267-6226. 
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We Pray For: 
 

Ralph Little, June Wylie, Amy Garafalo, Jean, Jeannie, Jessie, Jo, 

Ted, Winston, Anthony, Claudia White, Claire Megan, Wayne 

Stanley, Sr., Bob Owen, Clive Tucceri, Anna Bauer, Bernie Karl,  

Frank Wadsworth, Mary Ayers, and Guy Garofalo 

 

Thanks to everyone who prayed for our great grandniece Gracie 

who is doing much better and wonôt need a third heart operation 

until she is three yearsô old.  We appreciate everyoneôs prayers.   

Dottie and C.W. Currie 

 

Our final tally for our Vitamin drive was $575!  Thank you so 

much for your generous support of our Lenten Mission for the chil-

dren of St. Vincentôs School for Handicapped Children in Haiti. 
 

In June, we provided another 6- monthsô worth of Birthday Bags 

for our Covenant to Care children served by our Social Worker, 

Christine Nucci.  We could use some donations to replenish our 

funds for this program.  Each bag costs about $35, which includes a 

$20 gift card, so if you wish to honor someone, think of donating 

a bag in his/her name.  Please make out checks to Christ Church and put ñMissions- Birthdayò 

in the memo line. 
 

Our next big project was to provide backpacks for 10 of  ñourò Covenant to Care kids.  Again, 

many of you deserve our thanks for generously providing the supplies and/or the money for us 

to purchase supplies to make back to school time easier for these kids. 
 

Our upcoming missions projects are Thanksgiving baskets and Christmas presents. We will let 

you know when we have the details. 
 

One project that members of Christ Church have participated in the past is the East Hampton 

CROP Walk along the Lake in October to raise funds to fight hunger in East Hampton and the 

greater community.  The Missions Team believes that this is a very worthwhile project but we 

have to admit that we are just too small and too stretched to take on a leadership role for this 

project.  If there is any one in our Congregation who would like to take on this particular      

project, please let us know and we can put you in touch with the local organizers of this inter-

faith event. 
 

Our next meeting will be in September, check the Bulletin for the specific date, and if you wish 

to join us, please contact Mary Boretz at 267-0365, Donna Long at 467-6278 or Clive (Tucceri) 
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Not much has gone on over the past several weeks.  The only thing 

the Property Guy has done is to prime and paint the Church Office 

bathroom baseboard cover.  The Parish Hall kitchen door is next on 

the hit list. 

 

Tree cutting and pruning is slated for the Fall.  Meanwhile é donôt 

the lawns look great?  Many thanks to Jose Victoria!  Andéthanks 

to Kate Grantéthe trimmed rose bushes are flourishing ! 

 

C.W. Currie 

 

 

é 

 

To Nancy Briere who was promoted to the position of Principal at East Hampton 

Middle School.  Nancy was most recently the Assistant Principal of the school, and 

the Mathematics Coordinator prior to Assistant Principal.  Congratulations, Nancy!! 

 

To Travis Bevin, a 4th Grader in June, and Morgan Krajewski, a 5th Grader in 

June, received Center Elementary Schoolôs Good Citizen Awards.  Travis and    

Morgan were nominated by a classmateôs written essay citing specific attributes of 

good citizenship.  Congratulations to both Travis and Morgan!!! 

 

 

To Kate Grant who put in many long, sweaty hours purchasing flowers and plants, 

to create and plant the Churchôs Memorial Garden.  It is beautiful! 

To C.W. Currie, Barry Edmonds, and George Seitzer for pre-

paring the grounds of the Memorial Garden. 

To Ellen Little for her tireless work on The Bellringer every 

month. 

To Paul Hunt for always keeping the Church Calendar ñup-to-

the-minuteò! 

To Winnie Edmonds for reviving the Autumn Leaves Fair! 

To Dottie and C.W. Currie and Dick Napoletano for their all of their work on the 

Churchôs Annual Tag Sale, every year! 

To all who donate food for the East Hampton Food Bank. 

To all of our Fellowship Hour Hosts for making Sunday mornings even brighter! 

To Barbara Brundage for bringing us beautiful music every week! 
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