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XTRA! XTRA!
Read All About It!!!

We recently received some wonderful press thankteetefforts of Kathy Megan and her colleague
Melissa Pionzio at the Hartford Courant. The frgaige article in the February 19th edition speakthe
issues small churches have been facing recentlytdnghlights the efforts that Christ Church haade in
order to keep our church a vibrant and loving plasevorship. Below is an except of that articlestjun
case you have missed it.

Pastors Go Part Time As Way To Help
Financially Struggling Churches

EAST HAMPTON — - One pulpit, shared by two part-€#ministers
who happen to be married.

The temporary arrangement has been the answesrtyar for Christ Episcopal Church, whose members
had been searching for a part-time priest to lbacthtspiritually without strapping them financially.

For the Revs. Randall Balmer and Catharine Randalbse careers as college professors, writers ablitp
speakers keep them plenty busy, the arrangememthiit small but devoted congregation satisfiegidtsal
need the couple have longed to fill.

"What is so great about it is immediately, they enstbod that we were a team ... working togettsaid
Balmer, a prize-winning historian who has writtedczen books on faith and religion and is profesgor
American religious history at Barnard College inMN¥éork City and a visiting professor at DartmoutblC
lege. "l love being a professor and a priest. Fey ome informs the other."”

"It's wonderful; I'm so happy," said Catharine Ralhda professor of French at Fordham Universitilew
York and the author of eight scholarly books anesal articles and publications related to religeoml spiri-
tuality. "I love doing this with Randy. | think works well. We are very much in love with each otfaad
we are very compatible and very in tune with wreatheother is thinking."

Even their lengthy commutes — between their hom&aodbury, university teaching jobs in New York a
New Hampshire, and the church in East Hampton —t dethin way of their commitment.

If you would like to read the full article, pleagisit www.courant.com

We also thank Kathy Megan for the article recestlpmitted to the Rivereast announcing the arrial o
The Rev. Catharine Randall and the Rev. RandathBato Christ Church in Middle Haddam.

www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com ccmhadmin@gmail.com
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A Letter From Your Wardens Team members to help us out in this regard. So far
we’ve heard some dandy ideas. More on this as it

develops. [Hint: Landscaping and an active program
to attract new church members are items high on the
list!]

Things seem to going very well here at Christ
Church. Donna Long articulated recently what
appears to be the consensus opinion of most folks ..

Everyone seems to be so up-beat these days. A bit of info: attendances at the Ash Wednesday

services were 10 folks at the 12 o’clock servicg an
8 at the evening service ... 7pm. Despite missing a
few of the ‘8 o’clockers’ at noon, we did ok
attendance wise! Next comes five weeks of
‘Stations of the Cross’.

Not to throw a wet blanket on this but, just tojxee
our perspective, we're reminded of the famous
words FDR spoke at his first inauguration speech in
1933: “We have nothing to fear but fear itselfie
was referring to the “Great Depression’, of cours
In our case, we think our fear should be
complacency. This is not the time to kick back and
enjoy all the good things that have been happening.
It's the time to continue working hard to improve
our church life to the fullest extent possible! We
were truly blessed to have Jane Stickney with sis
fall and early winter ... and now Catherine and
Randall Balmer!

D

The church will be open and warm by the 11 o’clock
start time each Wednesday. Hope to see you there!

George & C W

& p.S. Neither of us heard FDR'’s speech ... we

weren’t born yet! Really. Not even C W.

We can't expect these folks to be with us forever,
We need to do whatever we must to keep these
blessings flowing. We recently asked our Transit

Palm Sunday
Holy Week Schedule

March 28—Palm Sunday
10:00 am—Holy Eucharist—Rite |l
The Rev. Catharine Randall
The Rev. Randall Balmer

April 1—Maundy Thursday - 7:00 pm

April 2—Good Friday
3:00 pm
7:00 pm (with music)

The Rev. Catharine Randall
The Rev. Randall Balmer

April 4—Easter Sunday
10:00 am—Holy Eucharist—Rite |l
The Rev. Catharine Randall
The Rev. Randall Balmer

We Pray For

Marlene, Susan Pytka, Mary Goff, Bruce and JillspriGeri-Ann Hunt
Barbara Simmons, Wayne, Mary Ayers, for the victifrtbe Haiti Page 2
Earthquake, for the victims of the Kleen EnergynPkxplosion.




We would ask that members of the congregation
prayerfully consider joining us. More membefs

would give us more flexibility in choosing
music, creating ensembles and simply having
enough people to sing on a Sunday when a

member may have to be absent. We rehearse
every Sunday at 8:30 in the Sanctuary. Therg is
NO audition, we do not take attendance and you

don’t even have to be able to read music. We
will help you learn your part. Please consider
becoming a choir member this year!

Looking ahead to Lent, Holy Week and Easter ..

The adult and treble choirs will present
two performances of

Sunday,
March 14, 2010—5:00 pm

Saint John’s Episcopal Church
768 Fairfield Avenue
Bridgeport
(203-335-2528)

[Note change of time from last Bellringer.]

Sunday
March 21, 2010—4:00 pm

The Church of the Holy Trinity
381 Main Street
Middletown
(860-347-2591)

the Christ Church Choir will sing at the Good F¥ic
evening service as well as on Easter Sunday. &
consider adding the meaningful Good Friday ser

to your observance of Holy Week.
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A Very Special Thank You

Ted Brundage

for all the wonderful music
he has provided for us
throughout the year.

Page 3




From the Desk of the Treasurer

At our annual Parish meeting, | presented the 2(iHdating budget. A balanced budget that
does not rely on money from our endowment fundss ihthe first time in my memory as
being a member of Christ Church that our finaniciabme exists entirely on pledge income,
fund raising and other special offerings. Afteasgeof taking Diocesan assistance and then
raiding our endowment funds to pay for our expensaesare on our own! For those of you
who could not make the annual meeting and wolkldi copy of the 2009 Annual Report that
contains reports from all Christ Church ministrésswell as my financial reports, call me or
drop me a note and | will put a copy in the mail.

A question was raised at the Annual meeting abouEadowment Fund and if it is still
available to accept donations. The answer is YEfabons can be restricted (for a specific
purpose that you state) or non-restricted (whesePdwrish leadership determines the use) and
are accepted at any time. Please consider ountndot Fund when doing estate planning.
Currently the minimum donation amount is $500.08d@&@vment Funds are invested and
managed for us by the Episcopal Diocese of CT.

We have three other funds that accept donatioasyimount:

The Memorial Fund — receives money in memory of a loved one or amkisgiving. These
funds are then used to purchase various itemstipgort the worship service.

The Property Fund — formally called the Gustine Fund — was createdépital improvements
of our buildings and grounds.

The Thomas Hryb Fund— created to help pay the cost for children terattCamp
Washington.

Barry Edmonds

Treasurer

860-267-6226
bwedmonds@comcast.net
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Christ Church Middle Haddam
2010 Officers and Vestry

George Seitzer — Sr. Warden
267-9204
georgeseitzer@sbcglobal.net

Barry Edmonds — Treasurer/Bookkeeper
267-6226
bwedmonds@comcast.net

Willie Fuqua — Vestry/Delegate to the Deanery
267-2797
wefuqua@comcast.net

Douglas Bevin
267-1550
dugjen2@sbcglobal.net

Kate Grant
267-8497
nerskate@yahoo.com

Dick Napoletano
342-1131
rnapoletano@comcast.net

C.W. Currie — Warden
267-2267
cwcurrie@aol.com

Betty Fuqua — Parish Clerk
267-2797
wefuqua@comcast.net

Donny Hyrb—Vestry/Delegate to the Deanery
633-0472
donna.hrypb@med.va.gov

Paul Hunt
267-6532
paulhunt905@comcast.net

Ellen Little
267-2730
ellen.little@sbcglobal.net

Altar Guild

Kate Grant, Director of the Altar Guild, has annceh thaKristin ShumboandDenise Hamel
have both joined the Altar Guild. Beginning in Apvlichelle KeegarandPatti Stannardwill
also join them. Kate hopes that one more parigmiwill volunteer to allow the Guild to have
four sets of partners, which will enable each paprepare one Sunday service a month.

These four ladies joihaurie Gypson,Tracy ShumbaandKate Grant, Directressyho have
been active members of the Altar Guild for manyrgemw.
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Missions

Thank you all so much for your generous outpouring
of support for our children at St. Vincent's Schéml

Handicapped children in HaitVe were able to send
them a check for $1622This was gratefully received
and is being used to purchase food and supplies.

We recently received an update from Hope Lennar
the founder and director of the Friends of
St. Vincent's.

According to Father Leon, the Director of

St. Vincent's, of the 150 boarding students, forty
children are living in tents on the grounds of arfer
seminary near Montrouis near the sea. About half
the children went home to be with their parents an
the rest are in Les Cayes with a former volunteer
worker. The school also served about 200 day sta
in Port au Prince. They are hoping to rebuild the
school in Port au Prince and are waiting on the
decisions by engineers. Fortunately, a lot of thiédb
ing is still standing but it was stripped of albfhy of-
fice equipment, medical supplies, and medical
equipment during the desperate days following the
gquake.

QO

den

We are in the midst of our Lenten Mission to raise
monies for medical supplies for our children of St.
Vincent's School for Handicapped Children. The
children’s medical needs continue and money is
needed to purchase the needed medicines and
equipment to deal with their various disabilities.
These children may be blind, deaf, or missing limb
These disabilities do not hold these kids back as
evidenced by the photos you can see lining the
windows in church. Just imagine threading needles
with your toes or jumping rope with no legs! What
inspiration these kids are to all of us!
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The children of Christ Church have plastic jugs in
which to collect spare change for Lent. Please
consider joining them by contributing to this much
needed Mission. We will be collecting the jugs afte
Lent ends but feel free to place a check, madecout
“Christ Church”, in the offering plate at any time.
Just be sure to mark the memo line with “Haiti” or
“St. Vincent's”.

Thanks in advance for your generosity during thi
season of sacrifice. Our next meeting will be
Thursday, March 11 at 6 pm.We will be meeting
in a private home so please call one of us if you
would like to attend. The members of your Mission
Committee are:
Clive Tucceri
(ctucceri@aol.com 860-267-7813)

12)

Mary Boretz,
(boretzmar@Reg8.k12.ct.us 860-267-0365)

Donna Long
(longdjjl@sbcglobal.net 860-467-6278)

Lenten Missions’ Drive

Christ Church began its annual fund
raising drive for the children of St.
Vincent's School in Haiti on Ash
Wednesday. Donors are encourageff to
accumulate their contributions during
the Lenten season. Donations will b
collected by the Missions’ Team dur

ing Holy Week.

Thank you for your generosity.
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J.A.M. & Nursery
Sunday, March 28th during J.A.M./Nursery
Spring Time Craft and Planting
Join us as we welcome the long awaited spring! We will have a special spring craft
(hint: spring goes in the a lion and out like a lamb) and we will do some digging in the

dirt to plant some spring flowers.

+++++

Thursday, March 11 at 6:15 p.m.
in the Parish Hall.

Story time, a bedtime snack and cocoa!

Join us for an Easter-themed story...
and wear your pajamas if you like!
Children of all ages are welcome.

Prayer Chain
ReqU'ESt for Pmyer If you would like prayers said for
someone special, please feel free
to fill out the Christ Church Prayer
Card and send it back to the church
office or place it in the offering
plate on Sunday.

Drate
[ ask you to pray during the coming month for:
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public intercessory prayer can be

Requested by used. Just let us know your desire.

Fortn of prayer requested (checl all that apply):
Parish prayer chain (can be kept confidential)
Prayers of the People (public intercessory
prayer, plus prayer chain)

Share this praver request with the parish in
the Sunday bulletin

Flease place fhis card in the offering plafe. Requests
may be renewed by card or phone. Emergency regquests
may be phoned fo the church office.
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Easter Flowers

Each year we adorn the altar with beautiful flonemsEaster Sunday. Flowers are given as
either a memorial remembrance or in thanksgivingamheone special in our lives.

If you would like to be part of this beautiful trite please send your check to the church office
by Thursday, March 25th.

There is no set donation for your gift.

Please write “Easter Flowers” in the memo line @fiycheck and mail it along with the
information below to the church office.

S NN e e e e e e —  —_——,—,—,—,—,—,———,—,—,—,—,—,—,,, -
| |
! LE& Easter Flowers !
! A Memorial and Thanksgng Gift !
| |
: Given in remembrance of :
| |
| |
: Given By: :
| |
: Amount: :
| |
| |
e ]
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Mardi Gras
2010
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