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Editors Note:  Due to a senior moment in the life of the editor, the article in the May edition of the Bellringer 
regarding the Consecration of Bishop Ian Douglas was incomplete.  The article, complete with photos, appears 
on pages 3, 4 and 5 of this issue in it’s entirely.  We thank Betty Fuqua and Dick Napoletano for the excellent 
report.  My apologies for the  omission. 

From the Wardens: 
Reminder:  On June 27  

Holy Eucharist begins at 9:00 am. 
 
We’re painting the inside of the church!  We are 
also having the house exterior painted … along 
with the garden sheds and the hall trim.  We are 
contracting with Dennis  
Lachase and his crew …remember them?  
They’re the guys that did such a great job 
   painting the church exterior a couple of years 
ago. 
 
The shingles they are a-comin’!  Both the 
church and the house will have new 50 year 
GAF shingles come the fall.  And the house will   
get a ridge vent.  This is an inexpensive installa-
tion that will provide passive cooling for the 
attic.  The church?  We’ll wait for the contrac-
tor to access that.  We already have a ventila-
tion system for the attic … but we’ll see. 
 
We still believe the Balmers [A.K.A. “The Fly-
ing Randalls”] ain’t going anywhere but to 
Christ Church on Sunday mornings!  There may 
be a few sticking points, but we’re pretty confi-
dent on this.  As far as we’re concerned, we’re 
joined at the hip!   More news as things de-
velop. 
 

Please see our Capital Drive article  
in this issue        

Until next time …..  George and C W 

Property Update: 
 
The annual spring clean-up day was a disaster!  It 
rained on April 25 so we re-scheduled for May 2.  No 
better!  No one joined the one man work crew.  We 
have revised the work list and will post it at the porch 
near the office door and on the church bulletin boards. 
Please feel free to volunteer!  Give one of your  
Wardens or the mowing crew chief Willie Fuqua a 
call.  We’d be glad to help you get started. 
 
Done so far: 
 
 Picnic table sanded and stained       .  
 Rose bushes pruned 
 Front landscape plants and shrubs pruned 
 South lawn crabapple tree pruned 
 House porch interior ‘shelf board 
 Primed and painted 
 Lawn areas limed 50% and some  
 fertilizer down. 
 
Check the revised list for the work yet to be done. 
            C W  [A.K.A. ‘The Property Guy”] 



Christ Church Capital Campaign 
 
Dear Parish Member, 
 
 Over the past few years Christ Church as undergone some wonderful changes.  Thanks 
to the generosity of the Gustine Family and our own contributions, in 2005 the interior of our 
church underwent a much needed major interior renovation. Then again with your help in 2007 
we had the exterior of the church painted. 
 In the past few months members of our Property Team have noticed roofing shingles on 
the grounds of the church perimeter. After checking back in our old records we realized that the 
roof on the church building, and the house have not had a new roofs since 1986.  We are pretty 
much at the end of the life cycle of these shingles.  Your Vestry decided it was time to reroof 
both buildings to prevent any damage from occurring to our beautiful church ceiling and to our 
rental property. After careful consideration we have selected Morrissey Construction LLC from 
Glastonbury. Stripping and reroofing both buildings will cost a little over $21,000. 
 It has always been our hope to finish the last step of the interior renovation of the church 
with painting.  We revisited the estimate given us in 2007 by Dennis Lachase, the contractor 
who painted the church exterior. Dennis agreed to stand by his 2007 estimate of painting the 
entire interior at a cost of $4100.  For an additional $5000, he would paint the exterior of the 
house, the trim on the Parish Hall and the shed.  Your Vestry is very pleased with the estimates 
and voted to complete all of these major projects.  The estimates are fair and reasonable; how-
ever, they do exceed what we currently have in our property budget. A capital campaign similar 
to the one that allowed us to renovate the church is necessary. The Episcopal Diocese of Con-
necticut is able to provide us with a low interest loan for funds that we are not able to raise our-
selves.  If it becomes necessary to ask the Diocese for assistance, we will need to call a special 
parish meeting for your approval.  This may delay the completion of the projects which we had 
hoped to complete before the fall. 
 As you know, it is our own responsibility to maintain our real estate.  It is the hope of 
the Vestry that, through our own generosity, we will be able to fund these major projects with 
very little, if any, help from the Diocese.  It is just one more way to congratulate ourselves as 
we transition into an exciting and vibrant church.  We ask you to prayerfully consider how you 
can help us with these projects.  Please assist us by sending your donation to the church or in 
the collection plate, marking your check Capital Campaign in the memo line.  We would like to 
end the campaign by the end of June.  That will give your Vestry time to make a very important 
decision before signing any contracts. 
 
We thank you in advance for your love for Christ Church and your help in this campaign. 
 
God’s Blessing to you, 
Your Vestry:  George Seitzer, Sr. Warden, C.W. Currie, Warden, Barry Edmonds, Treasurer, 
Betty Fuqua, Acting Parish Clerk, Willie Fuqua, Doug Bevin, Kate Grant, Donna Hryb, Paul 
Hunt, Ellen Little, Dick Napoletano 
 

“ All things come of thee O Lord and of thine own have we given thee.” 
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The Ordination of Bishop Ian T. Douglas 
 

By Betty Fuqua, photos by Dick Napoletano 
 

Reverend  Ian T.  Douglas was ordained and consecrated as Connecticut’s  15th Bishop on  
April 17th at Trinity College’s Koeppel Community Sports Center.   He is succeeding Bishop 
Andrew Smith.   The ceremony was attended by Bishops from Connecticut and all over the 
country, priests  and parishioners.  Members of our choir Bev Costello, Linda Napoletano and 
Willie and Betty Fuqua were part of the 175 person choir.  Donna Hryb and Dick Napoletano 
were there also, representing our church.  We were all happy to see our former  
Rector , Reverend  Page Rogers! 
 
Bishop Douglas is coming to us from Cambridge, Massachusetts.   As part of his religious  
service, he was a missionary in the Diocese of Haiti.  Impressively, he read in Haitian Creole 
during Communion! 
 
The diversity of Episcopalians was also acknowledged by many different fabric panels behind 
the altar and by having readings and prayers not only in English, but also in Haitian Creole, 
South African and Spanish.   Pieces sung by the choir were in English, South African and  
Spanish. 
 
The inspirational sermon was delivered by The Most Reverend Desmond Tutu, Archbishop 
Emeritus from Cape Town, South Africa.   Reverend Tutu, who had helped lead the opposition 
to apartheid in South Africa and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984, spoke with spirit, 
charm, and humor about the unity of everyone and how God requires Christians to love  
everyone, no matter who they are: 
 
 “All the  poor, rich, white, black, Hispanics, all, all.  Clever,   not so clever, beautiful, 
   not so beautiful ... tea party,  Democrat, Republican. This is radical, man. This is  
   radical.  Bin Laden, George Bush, Sarah Palin, Hillary Clinton, gay, lesbian,  
   so-called straight ... Muslim, Christian, Hindu,  Buddhist.   You really can’t imagine 
   God saying to the Dalai Lama, ‘Gee, man, you really are something else.    
   What a shame   you’re not a Christian.’ “ 
 
The ceremony lasted nearly 3 hours, beginning with a procession full of pomp and incense!  
The service included “The Examination” in which testimonials were read about The Bishop-
elect as to his calling , and questioning by the Presiding Bishop Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori.  
An extremely moving part of the ceremony was when the numerous Bishops circled the kneel-
ing Bishop Douglas and lay their hands on him, signifying the unbroken line of bishops stretch-
ing back to Jesus’ apostles.   Bishop Douglas’s family presented him with the vestments of his 
new office. 
 
As the choir sang the dismissal piece, “We Are Marching in the Light of God”,  accompanied 
by the St. Luke’s Steel Drum Band of New Haven,  we watched  Bishop Tutu (and many oth-
ers) dancing with the music!   What a glorious day filled with the Holy Spirit! 
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We Pray For 
 

John Given, Jim Shugert, Carolyn Kangas, Eunice Sudol, Marlene, Susan Pytka, Mary Goff, 
Bruce and Jill Crisp, Geri-Ann Hunt, Barbara Simmons, Wayne, and Mary Ayers 

From the desk of the Treasurer: 
 
Each week in the Sunday bulletin we publish an update of our year to date pledging. Here is 
what was printed last Sunday: As a Parish, we have pledge $1,540.00 per week for an annual 
total of $80,086.00 to support the mission of Christ Church. Last Sunday, May 9th we received 
$1,212.00 from you. YTD Pledge Budget: $29.260; YTD Pledge Actual: $32,771.00. 
As we approach the summer vacation months please remember your weekly pledge, it is so 
easy to forget!  Please remember to keep your pledge current.  Pledge payments can be mailed 
to the Church address ATTN: Pledge Counters. 
 
Thank you 
Barry Edmonds 
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Christ Church 
June Calendar 

 

June 6, 13 and 20 
Choir Rehearsal—8:30 am 

J.A.M.—Nursery School—9:45 am 
 

June 7 
Mission Team Meeting—6:00 pm 

Donna Long’s House 
 

+ + + + 
 

June 11—6:30 pm 
J.A.M. Movie Night 

Kendra’s House 
 

+ + + + 
 

June 13 
Last day of church school classes 

Yummy Breakfast During Sunday School 
Nursery care will continue through the summer.   

Older children are also welcome to join Ms. Kendra 
 

+ + + + 
 

June 18 
Bellringer Deadline 

 
+ + + + 

 
June 20 

Last day of choir 
We will continue to enjoy organ music throughout the summer  

 
Church School Recognition 

Church School Picnic 
Immediately after church on the church grounds 

+ + + + 
 

June 27th 
Summer Service Schedule Begins 

Holy Eucharist—9:00 am 
 

Capital Campaign Ends 
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Missions Committee Report for June 
 
 
An important upcoming event for the Missions Committee is that we will be renewing our 
covenant with Covenant to Care on June 13 at the announcement time during the service. Chris-
tine Nucci, our social worker at DCF, and a representative from the Covenant to Care main of-
fice will be joining us to take the pledge. Donna Long and Mary Boretz will act on your behalf 
as the Missions Committee (unfortunately, Clive Tucceri has to be out of town that Sunday) but 
we hope that you will be there to respond enthusiastically when asked if the congregation sup-
ports this covenant! Our guests will stay for coffee hour and this will be a great opportunity for 
everyone to get to know Christine. 
 
We will be putting together backpacks again this August to help Christine outfit her/our kids for 
school in the Fall. We’ll put more specific information in a future BellRinger and Bulletin but 
keep your eyes pealed for those great sales and pick up extra school supplies and new back-
packs! 
 
We have delivered 6 more Birthday Bags to Christine. These bags, containing all the supplies 
for a birthday celebration plus a $20 Wal-Mart gift card, have been a huge success! What child 
doesn’t like having Birthday Cake along with the special tablecloth and napkins? 
 
We have also purchased the first of the picture frames that will allow Christine to commemo-
rate the special events in these children’s lives such as reuniting with their parents or adoption 
ceremonies.  
 
The Friends of St. Vincent’s has received our donations for medical supplies and the money 
will be put to good use. Progress is being made in Haiti to restore the buildings and services 
provided by the St. Vincent’s School for Handicapped Children. 
 
We continue to collect food weekly for the East Hampton Food Bank and thanks to Dana Vick 
for taking the contents of our basket over to them! 
 
Thanks again for all you do to support the Missions Committee in our efforts. We are able to 
make these commitments confident in the fact that we can count on your support. This is a 
wonderful feeling and we thank you all! 
 
Our next meeting will be Monday, June 7th at 6 pm. We will be meeting in a private home so 
please call one of us if you would like to attend. The members of your Mission Committee are: 
Clive Tucceri (ctucceri@aol.com (860)-267-7813), Mary Boretz, (boretzmar@Reg8.k12.ct.us 
(860)-267-0365) and Donna Long (longdjj1@sbcglobal.net (860)-467-6278). 
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May 23, 2010  
Pentecost 

Bishop Laura Ahrens 
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