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A welcoming community committed to worship, missi
From Our Priest
Presiding Priest .
Rev. Dr . Rand gDearFrigngsjatiglrist Church,
This January marks the close of the second year that Catharine and
Assisting Pri dlsthave been with you. I'tds been delightf
Rev. Dr . Cat h dte know gou, ng ta \Hoek together to build a community of faith here in
Middle Haddam.
Of ficer s So it is with decidedly mixed feelings that | inform you that our time
Geor ge SYe i tWaerrde&sers comingto aclose. As some of you know, | have been teaching at
Bud BJdi er War d ¢partmouth College on occasion over the past couple of years, as has
Barry EHBmeas s r|eaharine. Well, Dartmouth decided to make us an offer: Catharine will
Betty PFRau g wsah, C | b Sgnior Lecturer in the Humanities, where she will have the oppor -
tunity to teach courses she |l oves (and a
Vestry |l 6ve been asked to chair the religion dep
Willie Fuqua The decision to |l eave has not been eas
Jerry Graham Columbia for twenty -seven years now, and old habits and patterns die
Paul Hunt hard. Still, 1 6ve come to believe that a
Donna Hryb deven at my age! d&and | look forward to new challenges in New
Dick Napol et a rffggmpshire. , »
Patty Stannar d But, without any question, the other factor that made the decision
di fficult was Christ Church. WeBve come
Choirmaster & %ory r3 Ia}nld \getwill miss you. Fortunately, New Hampshire is not too far
Bar r Br nd e , 50 we can contemplate a visit from time to time.
arbara und Cadv%y Our house in Woodbury is on the market, and we plan to move up
Youth Direct Ornorth on June 1. Over the past two years
Kendra Dickin db qpimpressed again and again by the quality of lay leadership at Christ
1Chur ch. George, CcC. W. , and the Vestry hav
Parish Admini céou S re my appreciation for them and fo
Susan Skogl u nE eorge that | will do whatever | can to make the transition as easy and
as seamless as possible.
Sexton I'n his letter to the Philippians, St .
Roberta EdmondY¥ u, | always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now, being confident in this, that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Of fice Hour s:
Tuesday5 @Bmpm |Peace
Thursday:-21803 "
christchurchmi dc AT om
ccmhadmi n@gmaif: . cum
Rev. Dr. Randall Balmer




We Honor Our Lay Ministries

We at Christ Church are blessed to have so many dedicated members of our Con-
gregation involved in lay ministries. See how many of these people you know, and
how many are listed more than once. More volunteers are always needed. Do
you have an hour after worship service every few weeks to count the generous

donations? Can you help out on the Altar Guild? Will you be a Chalice Bearer?
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Thank You To Our Returning Vestry Members

Willie Fuqua, Jerry Gr aham,
Dick Napoletano, and Pat

Thank You To Our Returning Officers
Barry Edmonds, Betty Fuqua

Thank You To Bud Briere, our new Jr. Warden
Thank you to Paul Hunt, our new Diocese Delegal
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As the second anniversary of the devastating earthquake in
% Haiti is marked on January 12, Episcopal Church, Presiding
7 Bi shop Katharine Jefferts Schori
by the reality of the situation i

The January 12, 2010 earthquake devastated the Caribbean
island country. Leveled were churches and diocesan facilities,
including Holy Trinity Cathedral in the capital city of Port -au-
Prince. The Episcopal Diocese of Haiti is the largest in the Epis-
copal Church.  Since that time, the Episcopal Church has under-
taken a focused effort on rebuilding the cathedral complex.

(J
Aid for Victims of the
v '] Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori issued a statement,
E(ll'i'th(lI(e In Halh and Bishop Jean Zaché Duracin of the Diocese of Haiti narrates a
powerful video depicting the damage still evident in Port -Au-
Prince as well as images of rebuilding.

Presiding Bishopbés statement

In a statement on the second anniversary, Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori said:

The people of Haiti have suffered enormously in the aftermath of the earthquake in

2010. Atthe same time, their creativity, faith, hope, and joy continue to lead them into a

more gracious future. Yet we are all diminished by the reality of the situation in Haiti. Re-
construction has been painfully slow, funds promised by other nations have not yet been

paid or paid in full, and many, many people still live in tents.

The Diocese of Haiti has been serving the people of Haiti with schools (with more than 250
of them back in operation a few short months after the earthquake), with medical facilities,
and the beginnings of spiritual and cultural healing. The partnership of Episcopal Relief &
Development has helped to provide shelter, clean water, and some employment. The Epis-
copal Church as a whole is partnering to help the Diocese of Haiti rebuild the cathedral
complex in Port -au-Prince. Before the earthquake, that complex included not only the ca-
thedral with its world famous murals (three have been conserved), but a music school and
philharmonic orchestral, a vocational school, a convent, and diocesan offices. Partnerships
have helped to provide necessary infrastructure for strategizing and planning the redevel-
opment work.

The Episcopal Church as a whole has had its heart expanded in the support and partner-

ship with our sisters and brothers in Haiti. | encourage you to continue your prayers, your
active partnership in fundraising, and the solidarity that comes from learning about the sit-

uation and caring about the future. We all begin to experience more abundant life in caring

for our neighbors. | give thanks for the treasure that is Haiti, and urge the faithful accom-
paniment of the whole Episcopal Church with Haiti!

Video of Haiti: Bishop Jean Zaché Duracin of the Diocese of Haiti narrates a powerful
video about the conditions in Haiti, images of rebuilding, and offers his thoughts and re-
flections on the second anniversary. The striking video, featuring photographic images of
the devastation, is located here: http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/multimedia
Resources: Among the prayerful resources marking the anniversary are Psalms for Haiti,
an ecumenical celebration of music and meditation to commemorate those who died, and
support those struggling to rebuild in the aftermath of the earthquake. Psalms for Haiti are
located here:  http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/HaitiAppeal/?p=381

More info: ~ For more information on the effort to rebuild Haiti, check here: http://
www.episcopalchurch.org/page/rebuild -our -church -haiti
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Mi ssionsd Team Report

During Lent, we will again be collecting money for our Lenten Vitamin Drive that

supports the St. Vincentds Center f
in Haiti. Vitamins are not readily available in Haiti and are

usually only given to sick children. We help to give them to

all children. Coll ection oupimgsoé wi l
February and the Lenten Vitamin Drive will begin on Febru-

ary 22 and end on Easter, April 8. We will accept donations

until April 15. We accept filled jugs as well as cash and

checks (checks should be made out to Christ Church with

Missions 38 Vitamin Drive written in the memo. You may also

make a check payable directly to Fri
and we will forward them).

You are invited to join thea-Mission:e
month meetings, held from 6 -7:30 p.m. at the home of Donna Long. The date of
the January meeting will be announced in an upcoming Bulletin.

For more information, or to sign up if you will not be at church, please contact
Mary Boretz (boretzmar@Reg8.k12.ct.us), 860  -267-0365; Donna Long
(longdjjl@sbcglobal.net), 860 -467-6278; or Clive Connor
(clivekconnor@aol.com), 860 -267-7813.

e

Holy Week

Worship Services
Maundy Thursday, April 5 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 6 3:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. with Choir and Music
No Services on Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday 10:00 a.m. with Choir and Music

All Services Officiated by Rev. Dr. Randall Balmer



From the Desk of the Treasurer

Each week in the Sunday bulletin we publish an update of our year -to-date pledg-
ing. Here is what was printed Sunday, January 29 ™ As a Parish, we have pledge
$1,592.87 per week for an annual total of $82,829 to support the mission of Christ
Church. On Sunday, January 22 " we received a total of $1,086.00 from you. YTD
Pledge Budget: $6,371.48; YTD Pledge Actual: $6,957.68. Thank you for keeping
pledges current.

Pledge statements for 2011 were mailed the week of January 23 d,
The 2012 budget that was approved by the Vestry at its January 17 " meeting was
presented to the Parish at the annual meeting held on Sunday, January 22 nd_1f you

were unable to attend the meeting and are interested in receiving a copy of my re-
port, contact me or the church office.

Barry Edmonds, Treasurer/Bookkeeper
Phone 860 -267-6226; Email: bwedmonds@comcast.net

The Gold Bracelet

I mentioned during our annual meeting that there was a story to be told about a
gold bracelet and how it made an impact on our fund raising activity for 2011. The sto-
ry goes like this:
It starts with our Tag Sale over the Labor Day weekend. As usual, we advertise
and tell people to drop off items, large and small, broken or not, anything - since peo-
ple will buy most anything. So the call was put out and so many people responded with
| oads of O6stuffd. Bob and Alison Dewar answered
things, some jewelry. There was one particular piece of jewelry, a gold -colored brace-
let, about 5/8 of an inch wide with a nice clasp, Asian -type symbols on the side, and a
little bit gaudy. Someone on the Tag Sale crew put a price of $20.00 on it and tossed it
into the mix. Well, the Tag Sale lasted four days, and | am sure several people picked
it up and |l ooked at it but they didndt buy it, no
fered $10.00 or even $5. 00 we would have said OK.
Then comes the Autumn Leaves Fair. We had a few left over items from the Tag
Sale that were pretty nice, so we put them on the slightly -used table. There sat the
gold -colored bracelet with the same price tag of $20.00. No one bought it.
While packing up what was left from the Fair, | took a closer look at the bracelet.
It had a jewelerds mark on the inside, something
Figuring what do | have to lose, | took the bracelet to a jeweler in Guilford (I work in
Guilford) and asked them if the bracelet had any value. They only buy scrap gold and
they tested the bracelet. Sorry to report they said, but the bracelet is only 14 carat
gold. Did I want to sell it for scrap? We can give you $1,281.00. | think | stood there for
a second or two with my mouthopen fioyou bet, write it up.o6 So |
elry store with a check for $1,281.00.
| am still amazed that no one bought the bracelet. It was certainly a treasure just
waiting to be found, and | am glad | am the one that found it. Many thanks go to Bob
and Alison for the donation. I candot wait until

Barry Edmonds
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February 2012 Calendar

Sunday, February 5 1 The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

| & j 8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
jze_l] 9:45 am J.A.M. and Nursery School
Superbowl 10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 11:00 am Community Time/Refreshments

Sunday, February 12 i The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal

9:45 am J.A.M. and Nursery School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
11:00 am Community Time/Refreshments

Sunaay, February 19 fi The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am J.A.M. and Nursery School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
/A — 11:00 am Community Time/Refreshments

GUEST PREACHER

Tuesaay, February 21 7 Shrove Tuesday
6:00 pm Pancake Supper, Parish Hall
8:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Parish Hall

: Wednesday, February 22 A no music or choir
7’5/1 / 12:00 pm Rev. Dr. Randall Balmer officiating

%4’7554“7 7:00 pm Rev. Dr. Randall Balmer officiating

Friday, February 24 7 March Bellringer Articles Due

Sunaay, February 26

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal

9:45 am J.A.M. and Nursery School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
11:00 am Community Time/Refreshments
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SHROVE TUESDAY Pancake Supper February d31,006:p00n.
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March Bellringer Articles Due February 24

Wednesday, February 15,
5 p.m., Parish Hall
Crafty Kids Valentine

Crafts

Children's Activities
Wednesday, February 29, 5 p.m., Parish Hall

Snack time, Story Time, and Friends



Sunday, December 18, 2011
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healing: Stwuart Cunningham from th
healing: Linda Owen Hartt from EI I
healing and recovery: Lauri e Gypso
healing and strength: Dougl as Dunh
heal i ng/ strengt h: Peter Nicholas f
A prayer for strength, comfort, & healing: S
For healing: Ralph Little from EIlen Little
For healing and strength: June Wylie from da
For comfort, strength, and guidance: Amy Gar
For healing of Wi nston and Anthony: the powe
|l ives providing them with the knowledge of
For healing: Clive Connor, from the Missions
For healing/strength while awaiting transpl a
For healing/strength Frank Wadsworth, fathe
For strength and comfort of Mary Ayers, moth
At Middl esex Hospice and Palliative Car e,
ciplinary team, reaching out to
cope with the challenges of terr
///EMIDDLESEXChoose to work in homecare, on t
HOSPITAL b er eav e medmtf tseuwp pcoorntpl eting 40 ho
and -molr2 mentorship. Classroom
Februar-Apniol mamnd i s held pri mar.|
evenings. The program i s especi
teers. To begin the application process, C
ordi nat-258%5%5 806r0 Bar bara. Standke@mi dhosp. o
Key to Sunday School Christmas Pageant Photos (fr

1 Our Pageant Par t2i Copamt £ady 3 Clare Cady
4 Lily Cronin 5 Grace Cronin ast Mdirys Kendraodo Dicki |
7 Bella Hyte with 8d&drBAr Hyome with ImenarCoVitmlkeyas Joseph
l10Jackson Rurka andidadepPéadr akhd Marly®el |l a and Nora Hyte
& Miss Kendra hol di

Quinn Rurka

13Emily Vick l4Dana Vick with 1BQwil yn Rur ka

Thank you to Dick Napoletano for taking these beautiful photos!
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