The Bellringer

Christ Episcopal Church
66 Middle Haddam Road, P.O. Box 81
Middle Haddam, CT. 06456
(860) 267-0287

April, 2010
(‘ \ _ Holy Week Schedule
1) B|ShOpS April 1—Maundy Thursday
; 3 ViSitation The ReZ/:.O\?uE:JIiTh Cowper
April 2—Good Friday
3:00 pm

7:00 pm (with music)

The Rev. Catharine Randall

The Rt Rev. Laura J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan of The Rev. Randall Balmer

the Episcopal Diocese of Ct will be visiting Christ _
Church on May 28. This is the first time that April 4—Easter Sunday
Bishop Ahrens will be visiting our Parish so plan 10:00 am—Holy Eucharlst—the I
on attending the service that day. Lets fill the The Rev. Catharine Randall
pews! As usual there will be a coffee hour in the The Rev. Randall Balmer

D

Parish Hall after the service when you will have
an opportunity to speak with the Bishop.

This year May 23 is also Pentecost Sunday.
Pentecost (also referred to as Whitsunday) is a
movable feast day that occurs fifty days after
Easter and marks the end of the Easter season. It
is the day on which the church celebrates and
remembers the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on

the apostles. It is often called the birthdayhaf t
Christian church and is also a traditional day fc
baptisms. The color of the day is red, the cofor o
the Holy Spirit.

=

Jingle Bells— School Bells—Ships Bells

any kind of bells
Please wear red to church Bring your bells to church on Easter

on May 23rd. all sizes—any kinds.

It is customary, when the priest says, 'The Lord is
risen” for all to ring bells as they say 'He is ren

indeed.’

It is so wonderful and so much fun, a joyful way to
herald the Resurrection of Our Lord!!!.

www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com ccmhadmin@gmail.com



From Your Wardens. . . .

We expect you've heard the expression “It neversaut that it pours.” This is a terrible analogsgbably,
for what we’re about to tell you ... the church roefeds new shingles! And the house roof [a.k.ardbiory]
probably does, as well. We'll see how it checks ou

We'll be getting a few bids after we access thaltoeed. A wild guess would be $12,000 for therchuoof-
ing. If the house needs shingles as well ..... ke maybe $22,000 for both.

So ... now that you've filled the ‘Missions Jar'rthg Lent, guess you’ll need another jar to savetlie
“Rainy Day Fund!

If you’re curious, all the roofs on our church peofy were shingled in 1986. The hall roof washeigled in
2008. It's no surprise that we're due, is it? Véey much hope you can find your way to dig deegh junt
this behind us. Well ... for many years, anyhow.

Keep the Faith! George and CW
We Pray For
Carolyn Kangas, Joanne Lanzi, Eunice Sud
Marlene, Susan Pytka, Mary Goff, Bruce an
Jill Crisp, Geri-Ann Hunt, Barbara Simmons
S - Wayne, Mary Ayers, for the victims of the H

| I Earthquake, for the victims of the Kleen

: : Energy Plant explosion and for

: : Barbara Rittman who has died and her fami
and friends.

I Request for Prayer :

: Date :

| |

E I ask you to pray dunng the corming month for: E Prayer Chain

| Mame |

I peed | If you would like prayers said for

: : someone special, please feel free

| I to fill out the Christ Church Prayer

: Requested by : Card and send it back to the church

I I office or place it in the offering

I Form of prayer requested (check all that apply): | plate on Sunday.

: __ Parish praver chain {can be kept confidential) :

| __ Prayers of the People {(public intercessory I Prayers can be kept confidential or

I prayer, plus prayer chamn) o I public intercessory prayer can be

: _ share this prayer request with the parish in : used. Just let us know your desire.

I the Sunday hulletin I

| |

| Flease place fhis card in the offering plate. Reguests |

: may be renewed by card or phone. Emergency requests :

| may be phoned fo the church office. I
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Update on the Givens

Linda and | had a chance to visit with Mark, EmNygcKenzie and Aberlin last month on our
trip to Dallas to visit relatives and friends. T@Gevens are actually located in Richardson,
Texas just outside of Dallas in a lovely 5 bedrdwome in a multi-cultural neighborhood.
Emily is the Director of Children and Family semscfor St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal
Church in downtown Dallas. It is the largest Epsal parish in the United States serving over
5000 communicants. There are 10 full time priesis at least 6 services each Sunday for
children and adults. The church is so large, thihen we attended the Ash Wednesday family
service, we couldn’t find Emily and the kids whorei¢here as well. Mark has done some sup-
ply priest work and continues to search for momenament employment, although attending to
Aberlin can really be called a full time job. Markisses the northeast especially tapping into
maple trees for syrup, but plans to make up fbyiplanting cotton in his backyard. He had|to
fly off the next day of our visit to Boston to hadpt with his father who is not doing well since
the passing of his wife. Their address is 647 Werth Dr., Richardson, TX 75081 or you can
email emilygiven@gmail.com should you wish to sarchrd or be in touch.

Dick Napoletano
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Memorial Donation

We would like to thank the Edmonds Family fa
the Memorial Donation honoring Gladys and
Norman Edmonds. We were able to replace a
very outdated Book of Gospels. This book is
used each Sunday by our clergy as they read
Gospel lesson for the day to us from the cente
aisle. You will probably notice now that the
insert in your weekly bulletin will be exactly the
same as the ones read to us by Catharine and
Randal

Thank You Barry, Winnie
and Roberta

=

the

J.A.M./Nursery Activities

By the time you receive this newsletter, the teens,
tweens and | will have enjoyed fellowship, pizza
a movie in a multi-town youth group event at St.
Stephens Church in East Haddam. Thank you to ou
kind hosts and hostesses at St. Stephens!

April 4th—Easter Sunday

And speaking of Memorial Donations.. . . .

Most of us think about making memorial donations to
a church at the immediate time of a loved oneshdeat
And then we are reminded again at both Christmas
and Easter with memorial donations for the purchase
of flowers or by remembrance with the purchasénef t
Sanctuary Candle throughout the year.

But these are not the only times you can honorvedo
one with a donation to Christ Church. Recently we
received a donation from the Edmonds Family for the
purchase of “The Book of Gospels” to honor Gladys
and Norman Edmonds, past members of our parish.
Another family has been making ongoing donations
for a loved one that died a few years ago.

Christ Church has a special fund, “The Memorial
Fund”, where these donations are held until a speci
need arises. They are not intermingled with maney
our general fund for operating costs. A donatian c
be made for a specific item, or it can simply bkl e
the Memorial Fund, with other gifts, until a latiate
when a larger item, that we would not normally be
able to afford, can be purchased. An honor to your
loved one.

i you would like to do something special for a éav
one on their birthday or the anniversary of theiatth,
please remember Christ Church’s Memorial Fund.

Easter Egg Hunt

Following coffee hour, we will have an Easter Eg
hunt for our Nursery and J.A.M. children. We will
decorate our own bags to use in our hunt. Children
of all ages, friends and guests, please join us!

April 17th—12 noon in the
Parish Hall
Lunch Bunch

Children of all ages are invited to join us for¢hn
and a craft in the parish hall. Please bring yown
bag lunch, a beverage will be provided. After &€
and visit with one another we will get creative an
have some fun with an We hope you will join us
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Getting Older By The Minute

When we get over sixty, time seems to pass fasaéer a4 speeding bullet. The days used to have @4 ho now it's 15
..... tops! And when that's combined with the blimglispeed of the time between colonoscopy's .......

I'll give you an example: someone asked me therathg how long I'd lived in my present home. “Olhtgplied “it
must be around thirty years.” | looked it up.sltbeen forty two years this April! And how abthuise kids growing
up? We gave one of our granddaughters a teddyfteler birthday last month. She thanked us andered if the
other students would snicker if she kept it in dh@m room! Hey! It could have been worse. Whétwas “My
husband will just love this on our bed!”

Oh, well. As the old saying goes “Getting old tamuch fun ... but it sure beats the alternative!”

| read a good one somewhere recently .. sometluogtdife’s four stages ....... You believeSanta Claus
You don'tliese in Santa Claus
You are Sa@iaus
You lookdilsanta Claus!

And this one from the Courant’s DOT section a whikek:

Exercise is good for you. Walk every day and yould live an extra 5 years ..... in a nursing homein.a wheelchair
..... at $12,000 a month !

Last, but not least, a quote from Lee Trevino,gtesat pro
golfer: “The older | get, the better | once was!”

KEEP THE FAITH CW

Camp Washington

Welcome Spring! And summer is just around the corn er. Have you considered the opportunities at Camp
Washington for summer camp? The Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut has a beautiful site and interesting pro-
grams which combine for a supportive and kid-friend ly environment. The full range of sessions is avai  lable
from the website for the Diocese or can be found in the Good News. Christ Church has scholarship help avail-
able from the Tom Hryb Memorial Fund. Contact a mem  ber of your Vestry for scholarship help. Camp Wash ing-
ton welcomes visitors to preview the facilities.

Bellringer Distribution

In an effort to distribute the Bellringer in a matienely fashion, we are experimenting with sendling our mailing list
via email. This will also help us to save on prigtand postage costs. We ask that if there arerstin your household
who are not email users, that you assist us bytipgrout the Bellringer and sharing it with youmfdly members or
friends.

People on our mailing list that do not use emaild @anyone who prefers a hard copy, can still reg¢iheir Bellringer
through the mail. Please notify the church office.

The Bellringer can also be viewed on our web suawehristchurchmiddlehaddam.com. Please remenableok at
the web site often throughout the month. It isated frequently with the latest information conéegnChrist Church.
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April 4

April 6

April 10

April 11

April 14

April Calendar

Easter Sunday

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal

9:45 am J.A.M. & Nursery School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist—Rite |l
Fellowship & refreshments following service.
Easter egg hunt following service
St. Vincent's Collection Drive Ends

6:30 pm Transition Team Meeting
Parish Hall

8:30 am Discussion with Bishop Elect Doasyl
St. Stephen’s, East Haddam

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal

9:45 am J.A.M. & Nursery School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist—Rite |l
Fellowship & refreshments following service.

6:00 pm Mission Team Meeting
Parish Hall

April 17th 11:00 am Consecration of Bishop Douglas

April 17

April 18

April 20

April 23

April 25

April 25

Koeppel Center, Trinity College, Hartford

12 noon J.A.M.—Lunch Bunch—Parish Hall
8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am J.A.M. & Nursery School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist—Rite |l
Fellowship & refreshments following service.

6:30 pm Vestry Meeting
Parish Hall

Bellringer Deadline

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am J.A.M. & Nursery School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist—Rite |l
Fellowship & refreshments following service.

5:00 pm Friends of Ethiopia—Dickinson Fuartser
Pancake Breakfast for Dinner and Show
Parish Hall
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Parish Family
Photos

Easter Sunday

After the
10:00 am
Service
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Congratulations!!

Mrs. Nancy Briere
who has recently been appointed

Assistant Principal
of the
East Hampton Middle School

and as many of you know
the leader of the
Christ Church Sunday School
for many years as well.

Congratulations Nancy!!
Well Deserved!

Our sincerest congratulations goes out to

Nancy has been a devoted teacher in the
East Hampton School System for 23 years

D

Note from the Treasurer’s Desk

For anyone who missed our Stewardship Campaigridkste have placed pledge cards on
tables near the entrances to the church. If youldvitke to make a financial commitment to
Christ Church, fill out a pledge card and plade ithe Sunday collection plate.

| report to the Vestry each month on our finanpésgge income and expenses and how they

compare to the budget. The Vestry minutes along mi financial reports are posted on the
bulletin boards in the Church and also the Pariah H you have any questions about the
financials, do not hesitate to contact me.

Barry Edmonds, Treasurer
860-267-6226
bwedmonds@comcast.net
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Dear Christ Church Parish,

Chris and | have some exciting news to share with ywe have decided to grow our family throughgbm and we
are in the process of adopting a child from EtrabpiVe have always envisioned having a large faanilg adding a
member to our family was something that we had logssussing for over a year. When the devastaarhquake hit
Haiti, we both immediately were struck by the ptighthe children that had lost one or both pareft® agreed that w
could certainly open our home and our hearts taild 1 need. Then we learned the frustrating nthas it is likely to
be several years before the orphaned childrerbeilivailable to adopt. This is due to the facdt tmach of adoption
has to do with international laws, visas, immigyatietc. and that these children were now at oslbéing trafficked
and mistreated. It is going to take the Haitiamegoment time to sort out the full ramificationtbe earthquake, inclug
ing children that have been orphaned as well aaratgal from their parents. If the children haveeoliving relatives
the government will try to figure out whether theskatives might be able to provide for the chiicheed.

Our adoption journey was also very much inspiredPbie and Amy Zipf. Pete is the Youth Pastor fop&lChurch in
East Hampton and they have two biological girls i@y have adopted two boys from Ethiopia. Whkrok at Amy
and | speak with her, | see myself in her and lehtaplive up the the example that she has set.isshevonderful
mother and she has very much motivated me and-@tspie. | was also inspired and moved by sometthiagFather
Mark told me before he left for Texas. We had tredGivens over for dinner and | was talking wittntabout the im-
portance of children and their role in our churomeunity. | was telling him that throughout higtheol and college
had felt a calling toward ministry. | explainedttit seemed so overwhelming, meeting the needs aofany peo-

ple. He told me that the Bible reminds us to alsvegmember widows and orphans. They are thetbaeseed us the

most. They are the most vulnerable. His messagestuck with me and | have never forgotten thavesation out by
my swing set.

One challenge that faces nearly everyone thatagegiradopt internationally is the cost. It igaiety quite expensive
and most of the costs are fixed and out of youdbarOf the estimated seventeen to twenty thoudaltars that we
will need, we have already managed to save sixsdradt This has been accomplished by utilizingtaxireturn and by
cutting back in big ways and small ways that sezpaty off week after week. We are eligible to talka home equit
line of credit of $10,500. One way that many faesilbridge the gap between their resources ancotten through
fundraising. We have decided to hold a fundraisé¢ine Christ Church Parish Hall on Sunday, Ap&ti2from 5-7

p.m. The theme will be Breakfast for Dinner awdll be cooking up my homemade, from-scratch paesdkhe recipe

includes eggs from my free-ranging hens), fresh, foeverages and dessert. Entertainment willrbgiged by the
Young People's Center for Creative Arts. They pdiform selections from the hilarious musi€ak 25th Annual Put

nam County Spelling Bé€hris and | are both in the show!) so the dimaisget to hear me sing as well! During our

Breakfast for Dinner we will be accepting donatiémsFriends of Ethiopia, a fund that has beenbdistaed for us to
help defray some of the cost involved in adoptiAdso, mark your calendars for May 8th. We will lheving a semi-
formal Family Ball at the Goff House in East Hampfoom 3:30-6:00p.m. This dance is geared tow&anslies with
children ages 12 and under. There will be dandamgijly-friendly snacks and beverages, face paiptincraft station,
and lots of fun. We look forward to these evemd we hope you can join us!

Thus, we have decided to proceed with adopting fEtiniopia. We chose Ethiopia from among severahtiies be-

cause both boys and girls are available, childfeall @ges are available, the parent(s) only neddatel once to obtain

custody of their child, and because of the tremasd®ed for forever families. The need is gr&ahiopia has the
highest maternal death rate of the entire worlditisdestimated that there are nearly five millamphaned children in
Ethiopia. We are in the beginning stages of auevé eighteen month process but we are very ekaiv®ut having a
new little one! We are already through two rouatipaperwork and we begin our home study on Maéid2 During
the home study a social worker evaluates yourtglidi parent, your philosophy on parenting andaberall safety and
well being of your familial relationships and ycdwsme. | joked with our social worker over the pb@md | told her |
felt like we were being sent to the principal'sa#f We will keep you posted!

Kendra Dickinson
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